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Resorution No. 22

RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE PHILIPPINE
RED CROSS IN ALLEVIATING HUMAN
SUFFERING IN ITS HUMANITARIAN
COOPERATION AND PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE HONG KONG RED CROSS DURING THE
QUIRINO GRANDSTAND BUS HOSTAGE
CRISIS AND ITS AFTERMATH

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2010, former Philippine
Nationa] Police (P Senior Inspector Rolanda Mendoza, who
was earlier dismissed from the I\%@fla Police District (M P]s)g,
hijacked a tour bus carrym 25 people consmtmg of 20 tourists
and a tour guide a ong Kong, and four ¥ }ﬁnos, n
\that ia now called t e Qumno Glandstand Bus Hostage

FISLS;

WHEREAS, six (6) ambulance teams from the Philip g
Red Cross (PRC) National Headguarters and from the
chapters of Mamla, Pasay and Caloocan cities We1e
1mmed1atel &atche t0o the Quirino Grandstand that
morning, oth etro_Manila Chapters were activated to
render asmstance, angd the Blood Bank was alerted to be ready
to supply any ueed for blood;

WH]«‘REAS PRC Social Semces conducted critical incident
stress debriefi n% on the nine (9) hostage victims released that
afterncon and facilitated their transfer from the Command



l(.;)ﬁit ost back to the Manila Pavilion Hotel where they were
gLed,

WHEREAS, when negotiations broke dowm ten hours intg
the siege and the ensuing rescue assault and shootout resulted
in the death_of eight (8) hostaées and Mendoza and injuites
to nine (9) other peo;l:{}le, the PRC ambulance teamg trangportecd
four (4) victums tp Manila Doctors Hospital and one (1) to
Ospital ng Maynila that evening; :

, WHEREAS, PRC Chairman Richard J. Gordon, who was
in Hong Kong at_that fime, immediately communicated with
the Hong Kong Red Cross (HHKRC) and provided a tracing
report of all victims that night; ,

WHEREAS, the rescue and assault watched by millions
worldwide on live_television news feeds that were subsequently
uploaded on the Internet, YouTube and Facebook resulted in
shame and disappointment of Filipinos worldwide;

WHEREAS, in the aftermath, interviews and articles point
out the humanitarian efforts of Flhgn;os 1 the Red Cross in
coordination with their counterparts in Hong Kong;

WHEREAS, in an August 24 Tuesday nigrning interview

%y Cable News Network (CNN) Rosemarie Cl,mré’h in Hong
on%lRR Chairman Gordon commiserated with the victims
and their families saying that “what 18 most important is that
we express our deepest condolences and prayers to the families
and victims and I speak for the entire Filipino nation who
don't want ths tragedy to happen but things went haywire
and that is where the Investigation will clear a Iot of things”;

WHEREAS, PRC Chairman Gordon further informed CNN
about the PRC's immediate response by sending ambulances
and medical personnel rqndergag psychosocial support ang
tracing all vichims and his subséquent communication and
meeting with HKRC that day:

WHEREAS, CNN's Anna Cohen from an interview in
Manila %1 Angust 24 Jvaﬂ'.h survivor Li Yik Bun mentioned that
it was the PRC that facilitated Bun's yelease after they were

informed of his medical condition by his wife;

. WHEREAS, the Chinese newspaper Hong Kong Economic
ﬁnée%(HKE’,I‘), in an article dated August 28, 2010, mentipned
PRC humanitarian care and assistance to victinms particulaxly
tothrsYFu and her two children, who lost her husband Fua

uk Yan;

. WHEREAS, Mrs. Fu's four-year old dau%hter Fu Chung
Yin could not discern the meaning of death but her ten-year
old son Fu Chak Yin could not bear the loss of his father
had mghﬁmares and cried a lot that he had to be comforted
to sleep by PRC Social Worker Noemi Abon to whom Mus.
Fu even offered money but which Abon refused to accept
stating that it was thelr c’LutIx_rI to help and instead suggested
that Ms. Fu donate to the HKRC; J



_ WiueREAS, HERC Secretary General KM Chan thanked
PRC Chairman Govdon during the latter's visit on August 24
sayilg “We are also deeply I_%rateful for the care your staff and
volunteers had given the Hong Kong hostages,” and pledged
to pay a visit to the PRC;

WHEREAS, HERC Actin%lﬂead for International Relief
Services Betty Lau expressed her deep_gratitude for Gordon's
visit and for "the timely and much-needed assistance rendered
to the needy during the tragic hostagi@ aling incident in
Manila” and even committed US$110,000 as fingncial
assistance for the victims of Typhoon Ketsana (Typhoon Ondoy)
when mformed by Chairman Gordon of the said victims'
continuing phight;

WHEREAS, beyond the criticisin and blame-fixing in
government, palice_ and media, we must recognize the PRC for
?hen' courageous efforts in consonance with their motto “Always
Hirst, Always Ready, Always There” duning every disaster or

tragedy;

WHEREAS, the PRC-—from Chairman Gordon, Secretary
(ieneral Gwen Pang, Social Services Manager Aida Beltajar,
Emergency. Re%onse Unit National Field E%E)resentatwe €0
Ebajo, Soctal Worlcer Noemi Abon, Staff Members Beverl
Molina and Marco Abrazado up, to the volunteers and personn
of NHQ and the Chapters of Mamla, Pasay and Caloocan
cities, who vose to the challenge, all deservé our gratitude;

WHEREAS, the PRC and HEKRC, in their partnership to
extend humanitarian services to alleviate suffering of the most
vulnerable, have demonstraied their capacrtgil to_rise ahove
whatever strained relationship exwsis with the Hong Kong
Chinese and thereby must be upheld and supported: Now,
therefore, be it

_ Resolved, as it is hereby resolved, by the Senote of the
Philippines, 'That the Sendte commend and support the

ulippine Red Cross ip alleviating human suffering in its
humsanitarian copperation and partnershlg with the Hong
Kong Red Cross dunng the Quirino Grandstand Bus Hostage
Crisis and its aftermath.

Adopted,

This Resoluti::nn was adopted by the Senate on
October 4, 2010.
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