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R esolution No. 46

RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND CONGRATULATING 
KAREN MAE CALAM FOR BEING THE 
TOPNOTCHER IN THE 2016 PHILIPPLNE BAR 
EXAMLNATION

Whereas, on 3 May 2017, the Supreme Court of the 
Philippines announced the resu lts of the 2016 Philippine 
Bar E.xamination, the professional hcensure examination for 
law yers adm in iste red  once every year by the  Suprem e 
Court Bar Examination Committee;

WHEREAS, w ith a ra tin g  of 8 9 .0 5  percen t. C ertified  
Pubhc Accountant and University of San Carlos graduate 
K aien Mae Calam, obtained the highest m ark in w hat is



considered as one of the toughest licensure exams in the 
country, besting over 6,300 other examinees who took the 
gruelling tests which were held during the four Sundays of 
November 2016 at the University of Sto. Tomas in Manila;

WHEREAS, K aren  M ae C alam  h a ils  from  the  
M unicipality of K alilangan in the Province of Bukidnon, 
w here she com pleted both  h e r  p rim ary  an d  secondary 
e d u c a tio n  a t  the  K a lila n g an  E le m e n ta ry  School and  
Kalilangan High School, respectively;

WHEREAS, she earned the distinction of being the first 
b a r  top n o tch er from B ukidnon and  the  f irs t-e v e r  law 
g ra d u a te  of the  U n iv ers ity  of San  C arlos, the  o ldest 
un iversity  in Cebu, to ran k  firs t in the  Ph ilipp ine Bar 
Examination;

Whereas, the 2016  Philippine B ar Exam ination was 
m arked with num erous milestones; w ith 3 ,747  exam inees 
passing out of 6,344 examinees, or 59.06  percentage, this 
exam ination  reg is te red  the  h ig h es t passing  ra te  in  16 
years, and for the first time all ten topnotchers are from 
schools o u ts id e  M etro  M an ila , th re e  of w h ich  a re  
Mindanaoans;

W h e r e a s , the exam ination  covered various subjects 
including Political Law, Labor Law, Civil Law, Taxation, 
M ercantile Law, Criminal Law, Remedial Law, and Legal 
Ethics and Practical Exercises;

Whereas, having emerged as 2016’s tbp bar examinee, 
K aren Mae Calam will join the ranks of prom inent and 
great lawyers who in the past ranked first in the bar such 
as former Presidents M anuel Roxas, Diosdado M acapagal 
and Ferdinand Marcos, form er V ice-President Em m anuel 
Pelaez, form er Senate P resid en t Jovito  Salonga, Senate  
P resident Aquilino “Koko” Pim entel III, form er Senators 
Lorenzo Sumulong, Tecla San Andres, Jose Diokno, San 
Juan  Representative Ronaldo Zamora, former Chief Justices 
Roberto Concepcion, Claudio Teehankee and Pedro Yap. 
fo rm er Suprem e C ourt J u s tic e s  C ecilia M unoz-Palm a, 
A m eurfina M elencio-Herrera, Carolina Grino-Aquino and



I.S ,

A rtu ro  Brion, and form er leg is la to r and  S e c re ta ry  of 
Defense Gilbert Teodoro, among many others;

WHERE.AS, Karen Mae C a la m  serves as an  inspiration 
for the people of Bukidnon, and those in other provinces as 
well, to work hard  and believe th a t w ith  the  continued 
g u id an c e  of ou r Lord, an d  am p le  h a rd  w ork and  
d e te rm in a tio n , no d ream  is too  big and  no g oa l is 
impossible to achieve: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, as the Senate hereby resolved. To commend 
an d  c o n g ra tu la te  K a re n  M ae C alam  for b e in g  the  
topnotcher in the 2016 Philippine Bar Examination.

Adopted,

AQUILINO “KOKO" PIMENTEL III
President of the Senate

This Resolution was adopted by the Senate on 
May 9. 2017.

LUTGARDO B. BARBO
Secretary of the Senate
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