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RESCLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYNRPATHY OF THE SENATE TO THE ISLAND NATION
OF JAPAN IN THE WAKE QF Thi DBE‘JASaAE"%E\EG 1 MARCH 2011 EARTHOQUAKE THAT
TRIGGERED A DESTRUCTIVE TSUNAMI

VIREREAS, on 11 March 2011 at 05«6 UTC or 1446 Japan fme, an 8.9 to 9.1
magnitude ofishora earinnuake hit the east coast of Mivagi Prefecture’s capital city of Sencai in
Honshu, just 231 miles north east off of Tokyo in Japan,

WHEREAS, spawnsd by the country’'s biggest tramor in the last 1,200 years and one of
the five largest earthquakes in the world since moadem record keaping began, massive {sunami

waves of up fo 10 matars or 33 feet high hauled bosis, carg, houses and even baildmgs as far
as 8§ miles inland causing colossal dastruction to Japan inc ,uce, ol ea'm 3 & to roads and railways
as well as firss in many areas, and 2 crumpled dam washing away 1,800 homes;

WHEREZLS, this major catastrophe lefl around 4.4 million househelds in north sastem
Jopan without elaclricity and mors than a milion households withoul Laten, durthermore many
electrical generators were taken down, and at ieast wo nuclear reaciors were damagad, which
orompted evacuations of the affected areas and ihe esteblishment of 2 siate of emergency;

WHEREAS, latest naws reporis indicala that thousands of people have died and
thousands more are missing in six different prefeciures;

VirEwea s, (e megalhvust e»mnc}ua “e took place In e Jdonan Trench, some i3
Kiiometers or 81 ”mL?s eazt of Bandsi, Honshu, whera the Pacific Pi:m i3 sy ‘f\aub‘t,ng or i
moving beneath the Qkhotsk Plate and me epicenire was determined at 373 Kilometars or 232
miles from Tokyo;

e
U
5

WHEREAS, the devastating seismic activity unleashed powerful puises in the Jadific,
nitting Japan first as wails of water rushad inland, dragging houses and bashing cars in .5 path
ana kitiing hundreds of people, and tiggered tsunami waming in more than 50 couniries and
lerritories including the Pacific basin arsa of the Phiippines, Indonesia, Taiwan, New Zealand
and Australia, and the entire Pacific coast of Norih and South America from Alaska to Chile,
Russia and Central American countries including Guatemala, Fl Salvador and Costa Rica;

WHERSAS, relations betwesn Japan and the Philippines date back o at least the late
Muromachi period of Japanese histery in the 15005, as Japanase merchanis and wraders had
setfiled in Luzon even before the Spanish colonizaticn and uniil to the pressnt time, Japan
remains & major source of development funds, trade, investment, and tourism;

WHEREAS, the havoc wreaked by (his disaster is simply unimaginable and thoss
devasiated by the same deserve our sympathy ard support;




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED, as it is hereby resolved to express the
profound sympathy of the Senate to the island nation of Japan in the wake of the devastating 11

March 2011 earthquake that triggered a destructive tsunami.

Adopted,
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