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MR. PRESIDENT: 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the 

Agreement, entitled: 

"PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 12 
AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF 

INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I)" 

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate 
f'~ '1 

with the recommendation that Proposed Senate Resolution N·o. _O_It>_v __ 

prepared by the Committee, entitled: 

"RESOLUTION 
CONCURRING IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL 
TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING 

TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED 
CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I)" 

be approved without amendment. 
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FIFTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC} 
OF THE PHILIPPINES } 

Second Regular Session } '11 flEC 12 ? 4 :16 

SENATE 

P.S. RES. No._-=6....:;S.....:3 __ 

Prepared by the Committee on Foreign Relations 

"RESOLUTION 
CONCURRING IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE PROTOCOL ADDITIONAL 
TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 12 AUGUST 1949, AND RELATING 

TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF INTERNATIONAL ARMED 
CONFLICTS (PROTOCOL I)" 

WHEREAS, the Constitution, Article VII, Section 21, states that, "No 
treaty or international agreement shall be valid and effective unless concurred 
in by at least two-thirds of all the members of the Senate"; 

WHEREAS, the Philippines has been a party to the Four Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949 since 6 October 1952, to the Additional 
Protocol II, and to the Additional Protocol III of the same Geneva Conventions 
since 11 December 1986 and 22 August 2006, respectively; 

WHEREAS, Protocol I and Protocol II supplement the Four Geneva 
Conventions in providing the civilian population protection from the direct 
effects of hostilities, and are gaining acceptance from the international 
community as part of customary international law; 

WHEREAS, the Philippines signed Protocol I in 1977, but remains 
one of the few remaining States that have yet to ratify it; 

WHEREAS, the President of the Philippines ratified the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) on 23,d 
December 2010, and has, accordingly, submitted it to the Senate for 
concurrence, with the following understandings: 

a) The application of Protocol I, particularly Articles 1(4), 4 and 
96(3) shall not affect the legal status of the Parties to the conflict, 
nor the legal status of the concerned territory; as such, no claim 
of status of belligerency may be invoked therefrom; 

b) The application of Protocol I may in no case be invoked in 
internal armed conflicts within sovereign states; 

c) The terms "armed conflict" and "conflict" do not include the 



commission of ordinary crimes, whether collected or isolated. 

WHEREAS, in the hearing conducted by the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations on 25 May 2011, the following agencies and organizations 
endorsed the concurrence in the ratification of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocoll): 

1. Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
2. Department of Justice (DOJ) 
3. Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
4. Department of Health (DOH) 
5. Department of National Defense (DND) 
6. National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
7. Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
8. Philippine National Police (PNP) 
9. Presidential Human Rights Committee (PHRC) 
10. International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
11. Philippine Red Cross (PRC) 
12. Philippine Nurses Association (PNA) 
13. Philippine Medical Association (PMA) 
14. Medical Action Group (MAG) 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Senate of the 
Philippines concur, as it hereby concurs, in the ratification of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocoll). 

Adopted, 
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Chair 
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Vw~HE~~EASJ the P:lilippines is & party to the Ge~'1eva COl}ventions of 12 1 .. L:lgust 1949 since 6 
October 1952, 3J:;d tache Additional Protocol II of the same Geneva Conventions since 11 December 
1986; 

WHEREAS, Protocoll and Protocolll supplement the Four Ger:eva Conventions in providing 
the civilian population protectica from the direct eff"cts of hostilities, and are gail:;!ng acceptance 
from the tnternational community as part of customary intern8tionallaw; 

WHEREAS, the Phiiippines signed Protocoll in 1977, but remains one of the few remaining 
States that have not yet ratified it; 

l"W1FlI', 'fiKlilR'EfORIE, b~ it known that l, !t$iEN1,si\iG S. AQt::i'JO m, President of the 
Philippines, after having seen and considered the Additional Protocol I to the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions, do hereby ratifY and confirm the same and each and every A~tide thereof, with the 
following understandings: 

a} The application of Protocol 1, particularly Articles 1(4),4 anC: 96(3) shall not affect the 
legal status of the Parties to the conflict, nor the legal status of the concerned territory; 
as such, no claim of status of belligerency may be invoked therefrom; 

b) The application of Protocol I may in no case be invoked in internal armed conflicts 
within sovereign States; 

c) The terms "armed conflict" and "conflict" do not include the commission of ordinary 
crimes, whether collective or isolated. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
Republic of the Philippines to be affixed. 

GIVEN under my hand at the City of Manila, this 23 day of December in the year of our 
Lord two thousand and ten. 

BY THE PIUlSIDENT: 

O/~g,~~ 
ALBERTO G. ROMULO 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs 



Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to" the Protection 
" ofVic!hns ofInteruational Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1) :/ 

Adopted on 8 .Junc 1977 by the Diplomatic Confereuce on the Reaffirmation and Development 
of 

International Humanitarian Law apIJlicable in Armed Conflicts 

Preamble 

The High Contracting Parties, 

Proclaiming their earnest wish to see peace prevail among peoples, 

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations, to 
refrain in its international relations from the threat or use of force against the sovereignty, territorial 
integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes 
of the United Nations. 

Believing it necessary nevertheless to reaffirm and develop the provisions protecting the vktims of 
armed conflicts and to supplement measures intended to reinforce their applicatiml, 

Expressing their conviction that nothing in this Protocol or in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949 can be construed as legitimizing or authorizing any act of aggression or any other use of force 
inconsistent with the Charter of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming further that the provisions of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and of this 
Plotocol must be fully applied in all circumstances to all persons who are protecteci by those 
instruments, withollt any adverse distinction based on the nature or origin of the armed conflict or on 
the causes espoused by or attributed to the Pmiies to the conflicts, 

Have agreed on the I'ollowing: 

PART! 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Arlicle I.-General pril1ciples and scope of application 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for this Protocol in all 
circumstances. 

2. In cases nol covered loy this Protocol or by other inlernR!ionai agreements, civilians and combatants 
remain under the prokction and authority of the principles of international law derived from 
established custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of public conscience. 

3. This Protocol, which supplements the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection of 
war victims. shall apply in the situations referred to in Aliicle 2 common to those Conventions. 

------..•. '--~-~-------
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4. The situations referred to in the preceding paragraph include armed conl1icts in which peoples are 
fighting against colonial domination and alien occupation and against racist regimes in the exercise of 
their right of self-determination, as enshrined in the Chmiel' of the United Nations and the Declaration 
on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in 
accordance with the Charter oftbe United Nations. 

Article 2.-Definitiol1s 

For the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a) "First Convention", "Second Convention", 'Third Convention!! and "Fourth Convention" mean, 
respectively, the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick 
in Armed Forces in the Field of 12 August 1949; the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea of 12 August 1949; 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949; the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949; "the 
Conventions" means the four Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949; for the protection of war 
victims; 

(b) "Rules of international law applicable in armed conflict" means the rules applicable in armed 
conflict set forth in international agreements to which the Patties to the conflict are Patiies and the 
generally recognized principles and i'ules of international law which are applicable to armed conflict; 

(c) "Protecting Power" means a neutral or other State not a Party to the conflict which has been 
designated by a Party to the conflict and accepted by the adverse Paliy and has agl'eed to carry out the 
functions assigned to a Protecting Power under the Conventions and this Protocol; 

Cd) "Substitute" means an organization acting in place of a Protecting Power in accordance with 
Article 5. 

Article 3.-Begillllillg alld elld of application 

Without prejudice to the provisions which are applicable at all times: 

(a) The Conventions and this Protocol shall apply f!'Om the beginning of any situation rererred to in 
Aliicle 1 of this Protocol; 

(b) The application oIthe Conventions and of this Protocol shall cease, in the territory of Parties to the 
conflict, on the general close of military operations and, in the case of occupied territories, 011 the 
termination of the occupation, except, in either circumstal1c~, for those persons whose final release, 
repatl iation or re-estahlishment takes place thereafter. These persons shall continue to benefit froIn the 
relevant provisions of the Conventions and of this Protocol until their final release, repatriation or re­
establishment. 

Arlicle 4.-Legal statu.\' oftlte Parties to the conflict 

The application of th" Conventions and of this Protocol, as well as the conclusion of the agreel11ents 
provided for therein, shall not affect the legal status of the Patties to the conflict. Neither the 
occupation 0 err~~re<lJYlicatioli of the Co entions an 'lIiTs PI3~--fib f~el0bPY--
status of the errlLtbt\rlllifest!D!ll I RUE COpy 
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Article 5.-Appointment of Protecting Powers and of their substitute 

1. It is the duty of the Parties to a conflict from the beginning ofthat conflict to Secure the supervision 
and implementation of the Conventions and of this Protocol by the application of the system of 
Protecting Powers, including inter alia the designation and acceptance of those Powel's, in accordance 
with the following paragraphs. Protecting Powers shall have the duty of safeguarding the interests of 
the Patiies to the cOllflict. 

2. From (he beginning of a situation referred to in Article each Paliy to the conllict shall without delay 
designate a Protecting Power for the purpose of applying the Conventions and this Protocol and shall, 
likewise without delay and for the same purpose, permit the activities of a Protecting Power which has 
been accepted by it as such after designation by the adverse Party. . 

3. If a Protecting Power has not been designated or accepted from the beginning of a situation referred 
to in A.iicle I, the International Committee 

of the Red Cross, without prejudice to the right of any other impartial humanitarian organization to do 
likewise, shall offer its good offices to the PaJiies to the conflict with a view to the designation 
without delay of a Protecting Power to which the Parties to the conflict consent. For that purpose it 
may, inter alia) ask each Parly to provide it with a list of at least five States which that Party considers 
acceptable to act as Protecting Power on its behalf in relation to an adverse Pa.iy, and ask each 
adverse Paliy to provide a list of at least five States which it would accept as the Protecting Power of 
the first Pmiy; these lists shall be communicated to the Committee within two .weeks after the receipt 
of the request; it shall compare them and seek the agreement of any proposed State named on both 
lists. 

4. If, despite the foregoing, there is no Protecting Pow~r, the Parties to the conOict shall accept 
without delay an offer which may be made by the International Committee of the Red Cross or by any 
other organization which offers all guaranlees of impartiality and efficacy, after due consultations with 
the said Parties and taking into account thf result of these consultations, to act as a substitute. The 
functioning of such a substitute is subject to the consent of the Pariies to the conflict; every effOli shall 
be made by the Pa.iies to the conflict to facilitate the operation;: of the substitute in the performance of 
its tasks under the Conventions and this Protocol. 

5. In accordance with Aliicle 4, the designation and acceptance of Protecting Powers for the purpose 
of applying the Conventions and Ihis Protocol shall not affect the legal status of the Pa.iies to the 
conDict or of any territory, including occupied territory. 

6. The maintenance of diplomatic relations between Partie" to the conflict or the entrusting of the 
protection of a Pa.iy's interests and those of its nationals to II t,',ird State in accordance with (he rules 
of international law relating to diplomatic relations is no obstacle to the designation of Protecting 
Powers for the purpose of applying the Conventions and this Protocol. 

7. Any subsequent mention in this Protocol of a Protecting Power includes also a substitute. 

Article 6.-Qualified persons 

I. The High Contracting Parties shall, also in peacetime, endea\ 'O.lr, with the assistance of the national 
Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, to tra,'1Il qualifi~c!. per~2nnel to r"cilitate the 
application of the Iw.emions . .and,o.f1his"£m1ocol,...auQiU"par,tieuJar ( e actiOilERlJ1IflEi}ol¥RiUE COpy 
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2. The recruitment and training of such persollnel are within domestic jurisdiction. 

3. The International Committee of the Red Cross shan hold at the disposal of the High ContJ acting 
Parties the lists of persons so trained which 

the High Contracting Parties may have established ancimay have transmitted to it for (hat purpose. 

4. The conditions governing the employment of such personnel outside the national territory shall, in 
each case, be the subject of special agreements between the Parties concerned. 

Article 7.-Meeli11gs 

Tile depositary of til is Protocol shall convene a meeting of the High Contracting Parties, at (he request 
of one or more of the said Parties and upon the approval ofthe majority of the said Parties, to consider 
general problems concerning the application of the Conventions and of the Protocol. 

PAR TIl 

CERTIFIED TRUE COpy 
WOUNDED, SICK AND SHIPWRECKED 

SECTION I.-GENERAL PROrECTION 

Article 8.-Termi11ology 

ror the purposes of this Prot,col: 
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(a) "Wounded tl and "sick" llean persons, whether military or civilian, who, becapse of trauma, disease 
or other physical or mell(a disorder or disability, are in need of medical assistance or care and who 
reli'ain from any act of ha;tiJity. These terms also cover maternity cases, new-born babies and olher 
persons who may be inned of immediate medical assistance or care, such as the infirm or expectant 
mothers, and who refrain from any act of hostility; 

(b) "Shipwrecked" mean, persons, whether military or civilian, who are in peril at sea or in other 
waters as a result Qi'misfartune affecting them or the vessel or aircraft carrying them and who refrain 
frol11 any act of hostility. These persons, provided that they continue to refrain from any act of 
hostility, shall ~ontinue tc be considered shipwrecked during their rescue until they acquire another 
status under tile Conventims or this Protocol; 

(c) "Medical personnel" neans those persons assigned, by a Party to the conflict, exclusively to the 
medical purposes enumeuted under subparagraph (e) or to the administration of medical units or to 
the operation or adminis'ation of medical transpOlis. Such assignments may be either permanent or 
temporary. The term incltdes: 

(i) Medical personnel (i a Palty to the conflict, whether military or civilian, including those described 
in the First and Second Con{entiolls, and those assigned to civil defence organizatiolls; 

(ii) Medical personnel of natmal Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies and other 
national voluntalY aid societie QlJly recognized and authorized by a Paliy to the conflict; . 

(iii) Medical personnel of me,cal units or medical trsegs~~1f~fg~ tW6~9tol~~ph 1; 
I 
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Article 9.-Field afapplicatioll 

I. This Part. the provisions of which are intended to ameliorate the condition ofthe wounded, sick and 
shipwrecked. shaJl apply to aJl those affected by a situation referred to in Article 1. without any 
adverse distinction founded on race, colour, sex, language; religion or belief, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, wealth, birth or other status, or on any other similar criteria. 

2. The relevant provisions of Articles 27 and 32 of the First Convention shall apply to permanent 
medical L1llits and transports (other than hospital ships, to which Article 2S of the Second Convention 
applies) and their pcrsOlUlelmade available to a Party to the conflict for humanitarian purposes: 

(a) By a neutral or other State which is not a Party to that conflict; 

(b) By a recognized and authorized aid society of such a State; 

(e) By all impartial international humanitarian organiza1ion. 

Article lO.-Protectioll {llld care 

I. All the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, to whichever Party they belong, shall be respected anel 
protected. 

2. In all circumstances they shall be treated humanely and shall receive, to the fullest extent 
practicable and with the least possible delay, the medical care and attention required by their 
condition. There shall be no distinction among them founded on any grounds other than medical ones, 

Article n.-Protection ofpel'sol1s 

I. The physical or mental health and integrity of persons who are in the power of the adverse Party or 
who are interned, detained or othfl'wise deprived of liberty as a result of a situation referred to in 
Article I shall not be endangered by any unjustified act Or omission. Accordingly, it is prohibited to 
subject the persons described ill this Aliicle to any medical procedure which is not indicated by the 
state of health of the person cuncerned and which is not consistent with generally accepted medical 
standards which would be applied under similar medical cirCUlnstal1ces to persons who are nationals 
ofthe Party conducting the pn)cedure and who are in no way deprived of liberty. 

2. It is, in particular, prohibited to carry out on such persons, even itb .. tl:lf!ll:.&O.lls.eu.l:-... _______ _ 
CERTIF TRUE COpy 

(a) Physical mutilations; . ~.-...... ,...,.... 

(b) Medical or scientific expeJ'ilnents;' 
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except where these acts are justified ill conformity with the conditiom, provided for in paragraph 1. 

3. Exceptions to tlte prohibition in paragl'aph 2 (c) may be made only in the case of donations of blood 
for transfusion or of skin for grafting, provided that they are given voluntarily and without any 
coercion or inducement, and then only I,'r therapeutic purposes, under conditions consistent with 
generally accepted medical standards and. controls designed for the benefit of both the donor and the 
recipient. ' ", 
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4. Any wilful act or omission which seriously endangers the physical or mental health or integrity of 
any person who is in the power of a Party other than the one on which he depends and which either 
violates any of the prohibitions in paragraphs I and 2 or fails to comply with the requirements of 
paragraph 3 shall be a grave breach oflhis Protocol. 

5. The persons described in paragraph I have the right to refuse any slll'gical operation. In case of 
rerusal, medical personnel shall endeavour to obtain a wliHen statement to that effect, signed or 
acknowledged by the patient. 

6. Each Party to the conflict shall keep a medical record for every donation of blood for transfusion or 
skin for grafting by persons referred to in paragraph 1, jf thai donation is made under the 
responsibility of that Pal1y. In addition, each Pat1y to the conDict shall endeavour to keep a record of 
all medical procedures undel1aken with respect to any person who is interned, detained or otherwise 
deprived of liberty as a result of a situation referred to ill Article 1. These records shall be available at 
all times for inspection by the Protecting Powel'. 

Article J2.-Protection a/medical units 

I. lvIedical units shall be respected a}ld protected at all times and shaJl not be the object of attack. 

2. Paragraph I shall apply (0 civilian medical units, provided that they: 

Ca) Belong to one of the Parties to the conDict; 

(b) Are recognized and authorized by the competent authority of one of the Parties to the conflict; or 

(e) Are authodzed in conformity with Article 9, paragraph 2, of this Protocol 01' Article 27 of the First 
Convention. 

3. The Parties to the conDict are invited to notify each other of the location of their fixed medical 
units. The absence of such notification shall not exempt any of the Parties from the obligation to 
comply with the provisions of paragraph 1. 

4. UncleI' no circumstances shallmedical units be used in an aitempt to shield military objectives ji'OIll 

attack. Whenever possible, the Parties to the conDict shall ensure that medical units are so sated that 
attacks against military objectives do not imperil their safety. 

Article J 3.-DisC0f1lif1uf111Cc o.{protection 0/ civiliafll1ledical (Illils 

I. The protection to which civilian medical units are entitled shall not cease unless they are used to 
commit, outside their humanitarian ftlnction, acts harmful to the enemy. Protection may, however, 
cease oilly after a warning has been given selting, whenever appropriate, a reasonable time-limit, ancl 
after slIch warning has remained llnheeded. 

2. The following shall not be c!C·nsidered as acts harmful to the enemy; 

(a) That the personnel of the unit are equipped with light individual we 
for that of the wounded and sick in their charge; 

(b) That the uAit.~~mrded~-p-icket.ru:.lo)' ,entl'ie, OJ' by an escort; 
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(c) That small arms and ammunition taken from the wounded and sick, and not yet handed to the 
proper service, are found in the units; 

CeI) That members of the al"med forces or other combatants are in the unit for medical reasons. 

Article 14.-Limitatio/ls on requisition of civilian medical units 

I. The Occupying Power has the duty to ensllre that the medical needs of the civilian population in 
occupied territory continue to be satisfied. 

2. The Occupying Powel' shall not, therefore, requisition civilian medical units, their equipment, their 
l11at,riei or the services of their personnel, so long as these resources are necessary fol' the provision of 
adequate medical services for the civilian population and for the continuing medical care of any 
wounded and sick already under treatment. 

3. Provided that the general rule in paragraph 2 continues to be observed, the Occupying Power may 
requisition the saiel resources, subject to the following particular conditions: 

(a) Thallhe resources are necessary for the adequate and immediate medical treatment of the wounded 
and sick members of the armed forces of the Occupying Power or of prisoners of war; 

(b) That the requisition continues only while such necessity exists; and 

(c) That immediate arrangements are made to ensure that the medical needs o[the civilian population, 
as well as those of any wounded and sick under treatment who ~8",W4-bX'::tI~':fetl'!:!hlirt<l:r.r;-:---
continue to be satisfLed. CER1IFI1S2 TRIJI:: COpy 

Article is.-Protectioll of civiliall medical alld religiolls persollnel 

I. Civilian medical personnel shall be 'respected and protected. 
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2. If needed, all available help shall be afforded to civilian medical personnel in an area where civilian AUG 0220, 
medical services are disrupted by reason of combat activity. 

3. The Occupying Power shal\ afford civilian medical personnel in occupied territories every 
assistance to enable {hem to perform, to the best of their ability, their humanitarian functions. The 
Occupying Power may not require that, in the performance of those [unctions, such personnel shall 
give priority to the treatment of any person except on medical grounds. They shall not be compelled to 
carry out tasks which are not compatible with their humanitarian mission. 

4. Civilian medical personnel shall have access to any place where their services are essential, subject 
to such supervi:"ory and safety measures as the relevant Paliy to the conDict may deem necessary. 

5. Civilian religious personnel shall be respected and protected. The provisions of {he Conventions 
and of this Protocol concerning the protection and identification of medical personnel shall apply 
equally to such pers()ns. 

Article 16.-Gel1eral proteclioll of medical tlulies 

I. Under no circumstances shall any person be punished for carrying GUI"lII8tH€a)..acti·vilies cOlllpatiu\c'1 
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2. Persons engaged in medical activities shall not be compelled to perform acts or to carry out worlc 
contrary to the rules of medical ethics. or to other medical rules designed [or the benefit of the 
wounded and siclc or to the provisions of the Conventions or of this Protocol, or to refrain fr0111 
pel"forming acls or from carrying out work requ'lred by those rules and provisions. 

3. No person engaged in medical activities shall be compelled to give to anyone belonging eithel to an 
adverse Party, or to his own Party except as required by the law of the latter Party, any information. 
concerning the wounded ancl sick who are, 01' who have been, under his care, if such information 
would, in his opinion, prove harmful to the patients concerned 01' to their families. Regulations for the 
compulsory notification of communicable diseases shall, however, be respected. 

Article 17.-Role oftlze civilian population and of aid societies 

I. The civilian population shall respect the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, even if they belong to the 
adverse Pmty, and shall commit no act of violence against them. The civilian population and aid 
societies, sllch as na('lonal Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, shall be permitted, 
cven on their own initiative, to collect and care for the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, even in 
invaded or occupied areas. No one shall be harmed, prosecuted, convicted oi' punished for sLlch 
humanitarian acts. 

2. The Parties to the conllict may appeal to the civilian population and the aid societies referred to in 
paragraph I to collect and care for the'wounded, sick and shipwrecked, and to scarch for the dead and 
report their location; they shall grant both protection and the necessary facilities to those who respond 
to this appeal. If the adverse Party gains or regains control of the area, that Party also shall afford the 
same protection and facilities for so long as they are needed. 

Article lB.-Identification 

I. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure that medical and religious personnel and 
medical units and transpolis are identifiable. 

2. Each P"rty to the conflict shall also endeavour to adopt and to implemen1 methods and procedures 
which will make it possible to recognize medical units and. transports which use the distinctive 
emblem and distinc1ive signals. 

3. In occupied territory and in areas where fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, civilian 
medical personnel and civilian religious personnel should be recognizable by lhe distinctive emblem 
and an identity card celiifying their status: 

• 4. With the consent c,f the competent authority, medical units and transports shall be marked by the 
distinctive emblem. The ships and craft referred to in Article' 22 of this Protocol shall be marked in 
accordance with the provisions of the Second Convention. 

5. In addition to th0 distinctive emblem, a Pal1y to the conllict may, as prOVided in Chapter III or 
Annex 1 to this PJ't""col, authorize the use of distinctlve signals to identify medlcal lInits and 
transports. Exceptionally, in the special cases covered in that Chapter, medical transports may use 
distinctive signals willi out displaying the distinctive emblem. 
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medical units and transports sball not, except as provided therein, be used for any purpose other than 
to identify the medical units and transports specified in that Chapter. 

7. Th'ls Article does not authorize any wider use of the distinctive emblem in peacetime tban is 
prescribed in Article 44 of the First Convention. 

8. The provisiolls of the Conventions and of this Protocol relating to supervision of the Use of the 
distinctive emblem and to the prevention and repression of any misllse thereof shall be applicable to 
distinctive signals. 

Article J9.-Neutrlll and ollter Siaies nol Pa/·ties to tlze conflict 

Neutral and other States not Pmties to the conflict shall apply the relevallt provisions of this Protocol 
to persons protected by this Part who may be received or interned within their territory, and to any 
dead of the Parties to that conflict whom they may find. 

Article 20.-Prohibition of reprisals 

Reprisals against the persons and objects protected by this Part are prohibited. 

SECTION II.-MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 

Article 21.-Medical vehicles 

Medical vehicles shall be respected and protected in the same way"'; mobile medical lInits lInder the 
Conventions and this Protocol. 

Article 22.-liospitals s!tips Gild coastalreSClie craft 

I. The provisions of the Conventions relating to: 

(a) Vessels described in Articles 22, 24, 25 and 27 of the Second Convention, 

(b) Their lifeboats and small craft, 

(c) Their pel'sonnel and crews; and 
) 

(d) The wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board, shall also apply where these vessels carry civilian 
wOllnded, sick and shipwrecked who do not belong to any of the categon'es mentioned in Article 13 of 
the Second Convention. Slich civilians shall not, however, be subject to surrender to any Party which 
is not their own, or to capture at sea. If they find themselves in tl", power of a Party to Ihe conDict 
other than their own they shall be covered by the Fourth Convention .ond by this Protocol. 

2. The protection provided by the Conventions to vessels describ"d in Article 25 of the Second 
Convention shall extend to hospital ships made available for lllUllalli'larian purposes to a Party to the 
conDict: 

(a) By a neutral or olher State which is not a Party to that cunflict; or 
_____ • ____ •• ___ • ~ . I 
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provided that, in either case, the requirements set out in that Article are complied with. 

3. Small craft described in Article 27 of the Second Convention shall be protected even if the 
notification envisaged by that Article has not been made. The Parties to the conflict are, nevertheless, 
invited to inform each other of any details of such craft which will facilitate their identification and 
recognition. 

Article 23.-0tller medical ships and craft 

I. Medical ships and craft other than those referred to in Aliicle 22 of this Protocol and Article 38 of 
the Second Convention shall, whether at sea or in other waters, be respected and protected in 11,e same 
way as mobile medical units under the Conventions and this Protocol. Since this protection can only 
be effeclive if they can be identified and recognized as medical ships or craft, such vessels should be 
marked with the distinctive emblem and as far as possible comply with the second paragraph of 
Article 43 oftlJe Second Convention. 

2. The ships and craft referred to in paragraph I shall remain subject to the laws of war. Any warship 
on the surface able immediately to enfotce its command may order them to stop, order them off, or 
make them take a certain course, and they shall obey every such command. Such ships and craft may 
not in any other way be diverted from their medical mission so long as they are needed for tlle 
wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board. 

3. The protection provided in paragraph 1 shall cease only under the conditions set out in Atiicles 34 
and 35 of the Second Convention. A clear refusal to obey a command given in accordance with 
paragraph 2 shall be an act harmful to the enemy under Article 34 ofthe Second Convention. 

4. A Party to the conflict may notify any adverse Party as far in advance of sailing as possible of the 
name, description, expected time of sailing, course and estimated speed of the medical ship or craft, 
palticlilariy in the case of ships of over 2,000 gross tons, and may provide any othet· information 
which would facilitate identification and recognition. The adverse Pariy shall acknowledge receipt of 
sllch information. 

5. The provisions of Article 37 of the Second Convention shall apply to medical and religious 
personnel in such ships and craft. 

6. The provisions of the Second Convention shall apply to the wounded, sick and shipwrecked 
belonging to the categories referred to in Article 13 of the Second Convention and in Atiicle 44 of this 
protocol who may be on board such medical ships and craft. Wounded, sick and shipwrecked civilians 
who do not belong to any of the categories mentioned in At1icle 13 of the Second Convention shall 
not be subject, at sea, either to surrender to any Party which is not their own; or to removal from such 
ships or craft; if they find themselves in the power of a Party to the conflict other than their own, they 
shall be covered by the Fourth Convention and by this Protocol. ~-"""CE-RTIF-:'::'-"":T~R""U'''''''E---C-OPY--
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is not dependent on any agreement with an adverse Party. For greater safety, however, a Party to the 
conflict operating its medical aircraft in these areas may notify the adverse Paliy, as provided in 
Article 29, in particular when such aircraft are making flights bringing them within range of surface­
to-air weapons systems of the adverse Party. 

Article 26.-Medical aircraft ill COil tact 01' similar ZOlles 

1. In and over those patis of the contact zone which are physically controlled by friendly forces and in 
and over those areas the physical control of which is not clearly established, protection for medical 
aircraft can be fully effective only by prior agreement between the competent military authorities of 
the Parties to the conflict, as provided for in Article 29. Although, in the absence of such an 
agreement, medical aircraft operate at their own risk, they shall nevertheless be respected after they 
have been recognized as such. 

2. "Contact zone" means any area on land where the forward elements of opposing forces are in 
. contact with each other, especially where they are exposed to direct fire from the ground. 

Article 27.-Medical aircraft ill areas cOlltrolled by all adverse Party 
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I. The medical aircraft of a Patty to the conflict shall continue to be protected while flying over land r-. 
<=~ 

or sea areas physically controlled by an adverse Patty, provided that prior agreement to such flights ~ 

has been obtained from the competent authority of the adverse Party. "'A 

2. A medical aircraft which flies over an area physically controlled by an adverse Patty without, 01' in 
deviation fr0111 the terms of, an agreement provided for in paragraph I, either through navigational 
error or because of an emergency affecting the safety of the flight, shall make every effoli to identify 
itself and to inform the adverse Patiy of the Circumstances. As soon as such medical aircraft has been 
recognized by the adverse Party, that paqy shall make all reasonable efforts to given the order to land 
or to alight on water, referred to in Article 30, paragraph I, 01' to tal(O other measures to safeguard its 
own interests, and, in either case, to allow the aircraft time [01' compliance, before resorting to an 
attack against the aircraft. 

Article lB.-Restrictions on operations of medical aircraft 

1. The Parties to the conflict are prohibited from using their medical aircraft to attempt to acquire any 
military advantage over an adverse Patiy. The presence of medical aircraft shall not be used in an 
attempt to render milltary objectives immune from attack. 

2. Medical aircraft shall not be used to collect 01' transmit intelligence data and shall not carry any 
equipment intended for such purposes. They are prohibited from carrying any persons or cargo not 
included within the definition in Article 8, subparagraph (t). The carrying on board of the personal 
effects of the occupants 01' of equipment intended solely to facilitate navigation, communication or 
identification shall not be considered as prohibited. 

3. Medical aircraft shall not carry any armament except small arms and ammunition taken from the 
wounded, sick and shipwrecked on board and not yet handed to the proper service, and such light 
individual weapons as may be necessary to enable the medical personnel on board to defend 
themselves and the wounded, sick and shipwrecked in their charge. 

4. While carrying out the flights referred to in Articles 26 nd 411: we?i,c.<lli<i~Raf!R\1ili± I,€"",,=mtby 
prior agreement with the adverse Patty, be used to search f rtf; w6hnclJCf, !lfc'k anB M1fpwrec 
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Article 29.-Notificaliolls alld agreemellts cOllceming medical aircraft 

1. Notifications under Article 25, or requests for prior agreement under Articles 26, 27, 28 (paragraph 
4), or 31 shall state the proposed number of medical aircraft, their flight plans and means of 
identification, and shall be understood to mean that every flight will be carried out in compliance with 
Article 28. 

2. A Party which receives a notification given under Article 25 shall at once acknowledge receipt of 
such notification. 

3. A Party which receives a request for prior agreement under Articles 26, 27, 28 (paragraph 4), or 31 
shall, as rapidly as possible, notify the requesting Party: 

(a) That the request is agreed to; 

(b) That the request is denied; or 

(c) Of reasonable alternative proposals to the request. It may also propose a prohibition or restriction 
of other flights in the area during the time involved. If the Patiy which submitted the request accepts 
the alternative proposals, it shall notify the other PatiY of such acceptance. 

4. The Parties shall take the necessary nieasures to ensure that notifications and agreements can be 
made rapidly. 

5. The Parties shall also take the necessary measures to disseminate rapidly the substance of any such 
notifications and agreements to the military units concerned and shall instruct those units regarding 
the means of identification that will be used by the medical aircraft in question. 

Article 30.-Landillg alld illspectioll of medical aircraft 

1. Medical aircraft flying over areas which are physically controlled by an adverse Party, or over areas 
the physical control of which is not clearly established, may be ordered to land or to alight on water, 
as appropriate, to permit inspection in accordance with the following paragraphs. Medical aircraft 
shall obey any such order. 

2. If such an aircraft lands or alights on water, whether ordered to do so or [or other reasons, it may be 
subjected to inspection solely to determine the matters referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4. Any such 
inspection shall be commenced without delay and shall be conducted expeditiously. The inspecting 
Party shall not require the wounded and sick to be removed from the aircraft unless their removal is 
essential for the inspection. That Party sriall in any event ensure that the condition o[the wounded and 
sick is not adversely affected by the inspection or by the removal. --_. __ .. __ _. ______ .. 

3. If the inspection discloses that the aircraft: 

(a) Is a medical aircraft within the meaning of Aliicle 8, subparagraph (i) 

(b) Is not in violation of the conditions prescribed in Article 28; and 
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4. Iflhe inspection discloses tJlat the aircraft: 

(a) Is not a medical aircraft within the meaning of Article 8, subparagraph G); 

(b) Is in violation of the conditions prescribed in Article 28; or, 

(c) Has flown without or in breach of a prior agreement where such agreement is required; the aircraft 
may be seized. Its occupants shall be treated in conformity with the relevant provisions of the 
Conventions and of this Protocol. Any aircraft seized which had been assigned as a permanent 
medical aircraft may be used thereafter only as a medical aircraft. 

Article 31.-Neutrol 01' other States Ilot Parties to the conflict 

I. Except by prior agreement, medical aircraft shall not fly over or land in the territory of a neutral 01' 

other State not a Party to the conflict. However, with such an agreement, they shall be respected 
throughout their flight and also for the duration of any calls in the territory. Nevertheless they shall 
obey any summons to land or to alight on water, as appropriate. 

2. Should a medical aircraft, in the absence of an agreement or in deviation from the terms of an 
agreement, fly over the territory of a neutra( or other State not a Patiy to the conflict, eilher through 
navigational error or because of an emergency affecting the safety 0 the flight, it shall make every 
effort to give notice of the flight and to identify itself. As soon as such medical aircraft is recognized, 
that State shall make all reasonable efforts to give the order to land or to alight on water referred to in 
Article 30, paragraph 1, or to take other measures to safeguard its own interests, and in either case, (0 

allow the aircraft time for compliance, before resorting to an attack against the aircraft. 

3. If a medical aircraft, either by agreenient or in the circumstances mentioned in paragraph 2, lands or 
alights on water in the territory of a neutral or othcr State not Party to the conflict, whether ordered to 
do so Or for other reasons, the aircraft shall be subject to inspection for the purposes of determining 
whether it is in fact a medical aircraft. The inspection shall be commenced without delay and shall be 
conducted expeditiously. The inspecting Party shall not require the wounded and sick of the Party 
operating the aircraft to be removed from it unless their removal is essential for the inspection. The 
inspecting Party shall in any event ensure that the condition of the wbunded and sick is not adversely 
affected by the inspection or the removal. If the inspection discloses that the aircraft is in fact a 
medical aircraft, the aircraft with its occupants, other than those who must be detained in accordance 
with the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, shall be allowed to resume its flight, 
and reasonable facilities shall be given for the continuation of the flight. If the inspection discloses 
that (he aircraft is not a medical aircraft, it shall be seized and the occupants treated in accordance with 
paragraph 4. 

4. The wounded, sick and shipwrecked disembarked, otherwise than temporarily, from a mcdical 
aircraft with the consent of the local authorities in the territory of a neutral or other State not a Party to 
the conflict shall, unless agreed otherwise between that State and the Parties to the conflict, be 
detained by that Sate where so required by the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, 
in such a manner that they cannot again take part in the hostilities. The cost of hospital treatment and 
internment shall be borne by the State to which those persons belong. 

, 

5. Neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict shall apply any conditions and'restrictions on the 
passage of medic 1atfi5j:a~ Qi;er, or ?n]llf,landw&. \if pie-dieal aircraft ·!1.,their-letrit<Ol'Y.':e ttM~"ftH--~·------" 
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SECTION.-MISSING AND DEAD PERSONS 

Article 32.-General principle 
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In the implementation of this Section, the activities of the High Contracting Parties, of the Parties to 
the conflict and of the international humanitarian organizations mentioned in the Conventions and in 
this Protocol shall be prompted mainly by the right of families to know the fate of their relatives. 

Article 33.-Missing persolls 

1. As soon as circumstances pennit, and at the latest from the end of active hostilities, each Pat1y to 
the conflict shall search for the persons who have been repOlied illissing by an adverse Party. Such 
adverse Party shall transmit all relevant information concerning such persons in order to facilitate such 
searches. 

2. In order to facilitate the gathering of information pmsuant to the preceding paragraph, each Party to 
the conflict shall, with respect to persons~ who would not receive more favourable consideration under 
the Conventions and this Protocol: 

(a) Record the information specified in Article 138 of the Fourth Convention in respect of such 
. persons who have been detained, imprisoned 01' otherwise held in captivity for more than two weeks 
as a result of hostilities 01' occupation, or who have died during any period of detention; 

(b) To the fullest extent possible, facilitate and, if need be, carry out the search for and the recording 
of information concerning such persons if they have died in other circumstances as a result of 
hostilities or occupation. . 

3. Information concerning persons reported missing pursuant to paragraph I and requests for such 
information shall be transmitted either directly 01' through the Protecting Power 01' the Central Tracing 
Agency of the International Committee of the Red Cross or national Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red 
Lion and Sun) Societies. Where the information is not transmitted through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and its Central Tracing Agency, each Patiy to the conflict shall ensure 
that such information is also supplied to the Central Tracing Agency. 

4. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to agree on arrangements for teams to search for, identify 
and recover the dead from battlefield areas, including arrangements, if appropriate, for such teams to 
be accompanied by personnel of the adverse Pat1y while carrying out the missions in areas controlled 
by the adverse Party. Personnel of snch teams shall be respected and protected while exclusively 
carrying out these duties. 

Article 34.-Re11laills of deceased 

1. The remains of persons who have died for reasons related to occupation 01' in detention resulting 
from occupation or hostilities and those of persons not nationals of the countty in which they have 
died as a result of hostilities shall be respected, and the gravesites of all such persons shall be 
respected, maintained and marked as provided for in Article 130 of the FOUlih Convention, where 
their remains or gravesites would not receive more favourable consideration under the Conventions 
and this Protocol. -----

CEh'(IFif:T) Tl1Ur: COpy 
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of persons who have died as a result of hostilities or during occupation or in detention are situated, 
shall conclude agreements in order: 

Ca) To facilitate access to the gravesites by relatives of the deceased and by representatives of official 
graves registration services and to regulate the practical arrangements for such access; 

Cb) To protect and maintain such gravesites permanently; 

C c) To facilitate the return of the remains of the deceased and of personal effects to the home country 
upon its request or, unless that country objects, upon the request of the next of kin, 

3. In the absence orthe agreements provided for in paragraph 2 (b) or (c) and ifthe home country of 
such deceased is not willing to arrange at its expense for the mainte'nance of such gravesites, the High 
Contracting Party in whose territory the gravesites are situated may offer to facilitate the return of the 
remains of the deceased to the home country. Where such an offer has not been accepted the High 
Contracting Party may, after the expiry of five years from the date of the offer and upon due notice to 
the home country, adopt the arrangements laid down in its own laws relating to cemeteries and graves. 

4. A High Contracting Patty in whose territory the gravesites referred to in this Article are situated 
shall be permitted to exhume the remains only: 

(a) In accordance with paragraphs 2 (c) and 3; or 

(b) Where exhumation is a maller of overriding public necessity, including cases of medical and 
investigative necessity, in which case the High Contracting Party shall at all times respect the remains, 
and shall give notice to the home country of its intention to exhume the remains together with details 
of the intended place of reinterment. 

PART III 

METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE 

COMBATANT AND PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

SECTION I.-METHODS AND MEANS OF WARFARE 

Article 35.-Basic mles 

1. In any armed conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose methods or means of warfare 
is not unlimited. 

2. It is prohibited to employ weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare of a nature to 
cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering. 

3. It is prohibited to employ methods or means of warfare which are intended, or may be expected, to 
cause widespread, long-term and severe damage to the natural environment. 
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Article 36.-New weapons 

In the study, development, acquisition or adoption of a new weapon, means or method of warfare, a 
High Contracting Pat1y is under an obligation to determine whether its employment would, in some or 
all circumstances, be prohibitcd by this Protocol or by any other rule of international law applicable to 
the High Contracting Party. 

Article 37.-Prohibition of perfidy 

I. It is prohibited to kill, injure or capture an adversary by resort to perfidy. Acts inviting the 
confidence of an adversary to lead him to believe that he is entitled to, or is obliged to accord, 
protection under the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, with intent to betray that 
confidence, shall constitute perfidy. The following acts are examples ofperfidy._: _____ . __ _ 

CERTIFI - TRUE COpy 
(a) The feigning of an intent to negotiate under a flag of truce or of a sun nder; 

(b) The feigning of an incapacitation by wounds or sickness; 

(c) The feigning of civilian, non-combatant stalus; and 
. --.--- 7 

(e1) The feigning of protected status by thy use of signs, emblems or uniforms of the United Nations ~yG 0 2200 
of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict. 

2. Ruses of war are not prohibited. Such ruses are acts which are intended 10 mislead an adversary or 
to induce him to act recklessly but which infringe no rule of international law applicable in armed 
conflict and which are not perfidious because they do not invite the confidence of an adversal'y with 
respect to protection under that law. The following are examples of such ruses: the use of camouflage, 
decoys, mock operations and misinformation. 

Article 38.-Recognized emblems 

1. 1t is prohibited to make improper use of the distinctive. emblem of the red cross, red crescent or red 
lion and sun or of other emblems, signs or signals provided for by the Conventions or by this Protocol. 
It is also prohibited to misuse deliberately in an armed conflict other internationally recognized 
protective emblems, signs or signals, including the flag of truce, and the protective emblem of cultural 
property. 

2. It is prohibited to make use of the distinctive emblem of the United Nations, except as authorized 
by that Organization. 

Article 39.-Emblems o/nationality 

I. It is prohibited to make use in an armed conflict of the flags or military emblems, insignia or 
uniforms of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict. 

2. It is prohibited to make use o[the flags or military emblems, insignia or uniforms of adverse Parties 
while engaging in attacks or in order to shield, favour, protect or impede military operations. 

3. Nothing in this Article or in Article 37, 
recognized rules of international law applicabl 
armed conflict at sea. 

It> J. ':~~d:;~\;::OD;~{;,r~'I~~ A 
,-FILE OF LL~(~,,1L {1~'::F,l1f:S 

- , .r~ TI,flENT hF"-, ,si] 1:~:H.:w~- AFr'.\tf\ "S~~----c-----
,,0_-2..._ •...• ;"",, __ ._~~ _ ~ 



Article 40.-Quarter 

It is prohibited to order that there shall be no slIl"vivors, to threaten an adversary therewith or to 
conduct hostilities on this basis. 

Article 41.-SaJeguard oJan enemy ltors de combat 

I. A person who is recognized or who, in the circumstances, should be recognized to be hors de 
combat shall not be made the object of attack. 

2. A person is 110rs de combat if: 

(a) He is in the power of an adverse Pmiy; 

(b) He clearly expresses an intention to surrender; or 

( c) He has been rendered unconscious or is otherwise incapacitated by wounds or sickness, and 
therefore is incapable of defending himself; provided that in any of these cases he abstains from any 
hostile act and does not attempt to escape. 

3, When persons entitled to protection as prisons of war have fallen into the power of an adverse Paliy 
under unusual conditions of combat which prevent their evacuation as provided for in Pm't 111, Section 
I, of the Third Convention, they shall be released and all feasible precautions shall be taken to ensure 
their safety. 

Article 42.-0ccupants oj aircraft 

I. No person parachuting from an aircrafi in distress shall be made the object of attack during his 
descent. 

2. Upon reaching the ground in territory controlled by an adverse Party, a person who has parachuted 
from an aircrafi in distress shall be given' an opportunity to surrender bef2!!.. bein~ made the obj.!:~ ___ . __ _ 
attack, unless it is apparent that he is engaging in a hostile act. CERTIFI·· TRUE COpy 

3. Airborne troops are not protected by this Article. 

SECTION.-COMBATANT AND PRISONER-OF-WAR STATUS 

Article 43.-AI'11led Jorces 
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I. The armed forces of a Party to a conflict consist of all organized armed forces, groups and units 
which are under a command responsible to that Party for the conduct of its subordinates, even if that 
Party is represented by a government or an authority not recognized by an adverse Party. Such armed 
forces shall be subject to an internal disciplinary system which, inter alia, shall enforce compliance 
with the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict. 

2. Members of the armed forces of a Party to a conflict (other than medical personnel and chaplains 
covered by Article 33 of the Third Convention) are combat, -I&;-tffil.!-is. to sal', thoy ... "o tho rig~ 
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3, Whenever a Party to a.conflict incorporates a paramilitary or armed law enforcement agency into its 
armed forces it shall so notify the other Parties to the conflict >-

0 .. 

Article 44.-Combala/lls and prisoners o/war 

1, Any combatant, as defined in Article 43, who falls into the power of an adverse Party shall b 
prisoner of war. 

o 
(J 

2. While all combatants are obliged to comply with the rules of international law applicable in arn <!JI 
conflict, violations of these rules shall not deprive a combatant of his right to be a combatant or, if Ill>­
falls into the power of all adverse Party, of his right to be a prisoner of war, except as provided ~ 
paragraphs 3 and 4. Lli 
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3. In order to promote the protection of the civilian population from the effects of hostiliti s, n . 
combatants are obliged to distinguish themselves fi'om the civilian population while they are enga '1).\L_.~,u __ ._.",.J 
in an attack or in a military operation preparatory to an attack. Recognizing, however, that there are 
situations in armed conflicts where, owing to the nature of the hostilities an armed combatant cannot 
so distinguish himself, he shall retain hi~ status as a combatant, provided that, in such situations, he 
carries his arms openly: 

(a) During each military engagement, and 

(b) During such time as he is visible to the adversary while he is engaged in a military deployment 
preceding the launching of an attack in which he is to participate. 

Acts which comply with the requirements of this paragraph shall not be considered as perfidious 
within the meaning of Article 37, paragraph 1 (c). 

4. A combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while failing to meet the requirements set 
forth in the second sentence of paragraph 3 shall forfeit his right to be a prisoner of war, but he shall, 
nevertheless, be given protections equivalent in.all respects to those accorded to prisoners of war by 
the Third Convention and by this Protocol. This protection includes protections equivalent to those 
accorded to prisoners of war by the Third Convention in the case where such a person is (cied and 
punished for any offences he has committed. 

5. Any combatant who falls into the power of an adverse Party while not engaged in an attack or in a 
military operation preparatory to an attack shall not forfeit his rights to be a combatant and a prisoner 
of war by virtue of his prior activities. 

6. This Article is without prejudice to the right of any person to be a prisoner of war pursuant to 
Aliicle 4 orthe Third Convention. 

7. This Article is not intended to change 'the generally accepted practice of States with respect to the 
wearing of the uniform by combatants assigned to the regular, uniformed armed units of a Party to the 
conflict. 

8. In addition to the categories of persons mentioned in Arlicle 13 of the First and Second 
Conventions, all members of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict, as defined in Aliicle 43 of this 
Protocol, SI1311 be entitled to protection under those Conventions if they are wounded or sick or, in 
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Article 45.-Protection o/persolls fvltO Itave taken part in hostilities 

1. A person who takes part in hostilities and falls into the power of an adverse Parly shall be presumed 
to be a prisoner of war, and therefore shall be protected by the Third Convention, if he claims the 
status of prisoner of war, or if he appears to be entitled to such status, or if the Patty on which he 
depends claims such status on his behalf by notification to the detaining Power or to the Protecting 
Power. Should any doubt arise as to whether any such person is entitled to the status of prisoner of 
war, he shall continue to have such status and, therefore, to be protected by the Third Convention and 
this Protocol until such time as his status has been determined by a competent tribunal. 

2. If a person who has fallen into the power of an adverse Party is not held as a prisoner of war and is 
to be tried by that Party for an offence arising out of the hostilities, he shall have the right to asseli his 
entitlement to prisoner-of-war status before a judicial tribunal and to have that question adjudicated. 
Whenever possible under the applicable procedure, this adjudication shall occur before the trial for the 
offence. The representatives of the Protecting Power shall be entitled to attend the proceedings in 
which that question is adjudicated, unless, exceptionally, the proceedings are held in camera in the 
interest of State security. In such a case the detaining Power shall advise the Protecting Power 
accordingly. 

3. Any person who has taken part in hostilities, who is not entitled to prisoner-of-war status and who 
does not benefit from more favourable treatment in accordance with the Fourth COllvention shall have 
the right at all times to the protection of Ariicle 75 of this Protocol. In occupied territory, an such 
person, unless he is held as a spy, shall also be entitled, notwithstandiJ;g Article 5 of the Fourth 
Convention, to his rights of communication under that Convention. 

Article 46.-Spies 

I. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Conventions or of this Protocol, any member of the 
armed forces of a Party to the conmct who falls into the power of an adverse Party while engaging in 
espionage shall not have the right to the status of prisoner of war and may be treated as a spy. 

2. A member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict who, on behalf of that Pariy and in territory 
controlled by an adverse Party, gathers or attempts to gather information shall not be considered as 
engaging in espionage if, while so acting, he is in the uniform of his armed forces. 

3. A member of the armed forces of a Pmty to the conflict who is a resident of territory occupied by an 
adverse Party and who, on behalf of the Party on which he depends, gathers or attempts to gather 
information of military value within that territory shall not be considered as engaging in espionage 
unless he does so through an act of false pretences or deliberately in a clandestine manner. Moreover, 
such a resident shall not lose his right to the status of prisoner of war and may not be treated as a spy 
unless he is captured while engaging in espionage. 

4. A member of the armed forces of a Patty to the contlict who is not a resident of territory occupied 
by an adverse Party and who has engaged in espionage in that territory shall not lose his right to the 
status of prisoner of war and may not be treated as a spy unless he is captured before he has rejoined 
the armed forces to which he belongs. 

Article 47.-Mercellaries r"~RTIA TRUE ~Opy 
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2. A mercenary is any person who: 

(b) Does, in fact, take a direct part in the hostilities; 

(c) Is motivated to take part in the hostilities essentially by the desire for private gain and, in fact, is 
promised, by or on behalf of a Party to the conflict, material compensation substantially in excess of 
that promised or paid to combatants of similar ranks and functions in the armed forces oftllat Party; 

(d) Is neither a national of a Party to the conflict nor a resident of territory controlled by a Party to the 
conflict; 

(e) Is not a member of the armed forces of a Party to the conflict; and 

(I) Has not been sent by a State which is not a Party to the conflict on offlcial duty as a member 
armed forces. 

PART IV 

CIVILIAN POPULATION 

SECTION I.-GENERAL PROTECTION AGAINST EFFECTS OF HOSTILITIES 

CHAPTER i.-BASIC RULE AND FIELD OF APPLICATION 

Article 48.-Bas(c rule 
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In oreler to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian popUlation and civilian objects, the Parties 
to the conllict shall at all times distinguish between the ciVilian popUlation and combatants and 
between civilian objects and military objectives and accordingly shall direct their operations only 
against military objectives. . 

Article 49.-Deflllitioll oj attacks 1111d scope oj application 

I. "Attacks" means acts of violence against the adversary, whether in offence or in defence. 

2. The provisions of this Protocol with.respect to attacks apply to all attacks in whatever territory 
conducted, including the national territory belonging to a Party to the conllict but under the control of 
an adverse Patty. 

3. The provisions of this Section apply to any land, air or sea warfare which may affect the civilian 
population, individual civilians or civilian objects on land. They further apply to all attacks from the 
sea or fr0111 the air against objectives on land but do not otherwise affect the rules of international law 
applicable in armed conflict at sea or in the air. 

4. The provisions of this Section are additional to the rules concerning humanitarian protection 
contained in the Fourth Convention, palticularly in Part II thereof, and in other international 
agreements binding upon the High Contracting Parties, as well as to other rules of international law 
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relating to the protection of civilians and civilian objects on land, at sea or in the air against the effects 
of hosti Iities. 

CHAPTER ll.-CIVILIANS AND CIVILIAN POPULATION 

Article 50.-Definition of civilians and civilian popUlation 

1. A civilian is any person who does not belong to one of the categories of persons referred to in 
Article 4 A (I), (2), (3) and (6) of the Third Convention and in Alticle 43 of this Protocol. In case of 
doubt whether a person is a civilian, that person shall be considered to be a civilian. 

2. The civilian population comprises all persons who are civilians. 

3. The presence within the civilian population of individuals who do not come within the definition of 
civilians does not deprive the popUlation of its civilian character. 

Article 5J.-Protection oftlte civilian population 

I. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general protection against dangers 
arising from military operations. To give efIect to this protection, the following rules, whkh are 
additional to other applicable rules of international law, shall be observed in circumstances. I 

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be tile object of attack. 
Acts or threats of violence the primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian 
population are prohibited. 

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Section, unless a 
direct part in hostilities. 

4. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are: . 

(a) Those which are not directed at a specific military objective; 
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(b) Those which cmploy a method or means of combat which cannot be directed at a specific military l~U~ 0 2 Z001 
obJective; or " \l 

(c) Those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which cannot be lill1ited as 
required by this Protocol; and consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military 
objectives and civilians or civilian objects without distinction. 

S. Among others, the following types of attacks are to be considered as indiscriminate: 

(a) An attack by bombardment by any methods or means which treats as a single military objective a 
number of clearly separated and distinct military objectives located in a city, town, village or other 
area containing a similar concentration of civilians or civilian objects; and 

(b) An attack which may be expected to cause incidental loss of civilian life, II1Jury to civilians, 
damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the 
concrete and direct military advantage anticipated. 
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6. Attacks against the civilian population 01' civilians by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

7. The presence 01' movements of the civilian population 01' individual civilians shall not be used to 
render cel1ain points 01' areas immune from military operations, in particular in attempts to shield 
military objectives from attacks or to shield, favour 01' impede military operations. The Patties to the 
conflict shall not direct the movement of the civilian population or individual civilians in order to 
attempt to shield military objectives from attacks 01' to shield military operations. 

8. Any violation of these prohibitions shall not release the Parties to the conflict from their legal 
obligations with respect to the civilian population and civilians, including the obligation to take the 
precautionary measmes provided for in Alticle 57. 

CHAPTER III.-CIVILIAN OBJECTS 

Article 52.-Gellerul protectioll of civiliall objects 

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack 01' of reprisals. Civilian objects are all objects 
which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2. 

2. Attacks shall be limited strictly to military objectives. In so far as objects are concerned, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which by their natme, location, purpose 01' use make an 
effective contribution to military action and whose total 01' pmtial destruction, capture or 
neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a definite military of advantage. 

3. In case of doubt whether an object which is normally dedicated to civilian purposes, such as a place 
of worship, a house or other dwelling or a school, is being used tl) make an effective contribution to 
military action, it shall be presumed not to be so used. 

Article 53.-ProtecIiOIl of cultural objects,alld of places of worship 

Without prejudice to the provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection ofCuitural Property in 
the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 May 1954, and of other relevant international instruments, it is 
prohibited: 

(a) To commit any acts of hostility directed against the historic monuments, works of art or places of 
worship which constitute the cullmal 01' spiritual heritage of peoples; CERTIFI TRUE COPY 

(b) To use such objects in support of the military effort; 

(c) To make such objects the object of reprisals. 
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1. Starvation of civilians as a method of warfare is prohibited. 

2. It is prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render useless objects indispensable to the survival of 
the civilian population, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for the production of foodstuffs, crops, 
livestock, drinking water installations and supplies and irrigation works, for the specific purpose of 

denying them for their sustenance value to the civilian pOPulation._oITr~t~01t~h~e~aidiviejrs~eiP~a~rttY]j'JJWi'I~1ajt~evRe~I~' tth~e-:-:.-'l 
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3. The prohibitions in paragraph 2 shall not apply to stich of the objects covered by it as are lIsed by an 
adverse Party: 

r----~---" 

(a) As sllstenance solely for the members of its armed forces; or I 
I,., 

(b) If not as sllstenance, then in direct support of military action, provided, however, that in no ev16 
shall actions against these objects be taken which may be expected to leave the civilian populatJatli 
with such inadequate food or water as to cause its starvation oi' force its movement. UJ 

:::l 
4. These objects shall not be made the object of reprisals. FE 
5. In recognition of the vital requirements of any Party to the conflict in the defence of its nati 
territory against invasion, derogation from the prohibitions contained in paragraph 2 may be mad !!!y 
a Party to the conflict within such territory under its own control where required by impel' ~e 
military necessity. LU 
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Article 55.-Prolectio/l of tile /latural environment 
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I. Care shall be taken in warfare to protect the natural envirol)ment against widespread, long-term and 
severe damage. This protection includes a prohibition of the use of methods or means of warfare 
which are intended or may be expected to cause such damage to the natural environment and thereby 
to prejudice the health or survival of the population. 

2. Attacks against the natural envirorunent by way of reprisals are prohibited. 

Article 56.-Protection oflVor/rs'and installations containing dangerollsfol'ces 

I. Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely dams, dykes and nuclear electrical 
generating stations, shall not be made the object of attack, even where these objects are military 
objectives, if sllch attack may cause the release of dangerous forces and consequent severe losses 
among the civilian population. Other military objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works or 
installations shall not be made the object of attack if such attack may cause the release of dangerous 
forces from the works or installations and consequent severe losses among the civilian population. 

2. The special protection against attack provided by paragraph I shall cease: 

(a) For a dam or a dyke only if it is used for other than its normal function and in regular, significant 
and direct sllpport of military operations and if sllch attack is the only feasible way to terminate such 
support; 

(b) For a nuclear electrical generating station only if it provides electric power in regular, significant 
and direct support of military operations and if such attack is the only feasible way to terminate sllch 
support; 

(c) For other military objectives located at or in the vicinity of these works or installations only if they 
are used in regular, significant and direct support of military operations and if such attack is the only 
feasible way to terminate such support. 

3. In all cases, the civilian population and individual civilians 
accorded them by international law, including the protection 
for in Alticle 57. If the protection ceases and any of the 
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mentioned in paragraph I is attacked, all practical precautions shall be taken to avoid the release of the 
dangerous forces. 

4. It is prohibited to make any of the works, installations or military objectives mentioned ill 
paragraph 1 the object of reprisals. 

5. The Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid locating any military objectives in the vicinity 
of the works or installations mentioned in paragraph L Nevertheless, installations erected for the sale 
purpose of defending the protected works or installations from attack are permissible and shall not 
themselves be made the object of attack, provided that they are not used in hostilities except for 
defensive actions necessary to respond to attacks against the protected works or installations and that 
their armament is limited to weapons capable only of repelling hostile action against the protected 
works or installations. 

6. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict are urged to conclude fUJiher 
agreements among themselves to provide additional protection for objccts containing dangerous 
forces. 

7. In order to facilitate the identification of the objects protected by this article, the Parties to the 
conflict may mark them with a special sign consisting of a group of three bright orange circles placed 
on the same axis, as specified in Article 16 of Annex I to this Protocol. The absence of such marking 
in no way relieves any Paliy to tlle conflict of its obligations under tllis Article. 

CHAPTER IV.-PRECAUTJONARY MEASURES 

Article 57.-Preeauliolls ill allaek 

I. In the conduct of military operations, constant care shall be taken t spar't) 
civilians and civilian objects. 

2. With respect to attacks, the following precautions shall be taken: 

(a) Those who plan or decide upon an attack shall: 
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(i) Do everything feasible to verify that the objectives to be attacked are neither civilians nor civilian 
objects and are not subject to special protection but are military objectives within the meaning of 
paragraph 2 of Article 52 and that it is not prohibited by the provisions orlhis Protocol to attack them; 

(ii) Take all feasible precautions in Ihe choice of means and methods of attack with a view to 
avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians and 
damage to civilian objects; 

(iii) Refrain from deciding to launch any attack which may be expected to calise incidental loss of 
civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would be 
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated; 

AlJG n 2 Z001 

(b) An attack shall be cancelled or suspended if it becomes apparent that the objective is not a military 
one or is subject to special protection or that the attack may be expected to cause incidental loss of 
civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination thereof, which would 

excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage elF I ED T HUE COP Y 



(c) Effective advance warning shall be given of attacks which may affect the civilian population, 
unless circumstances do not pennit. 

3. When a choice is possible between several military objectives for obtaining a similar military 
advantage, the objective to be selected shall be that the attack on which may be expected to cause the 
least danger to civilian lives and to civilian objects. 

4. In the conduct of military operations· at sea 01' in the ail', each Party to the conflict shall, in 
conformity with its rights and duties under the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, 
take all reasonable precautions to avoid losses of civilian lives and damage to civilian objects. 

5. No provision of this Article may be construed as authorizing any attacks against the civilian 
population, civilians 01' civilian objects. 

Article 58.-Precautions against the effects of attacks 

The Paliies to the conflict shall, to the maximum extent feasible: 

(a) Without prejudice to Article 49 or'the Fourth Convention, endeavour to remove the civilian 
population, individual civilians and civilian objects under their control from the vicinity of military 
objectives; 

(b) Avoid locating military objectives within or neal' densely populated areas; 

(c) Take the other necessary precautions to protect the civilian population, individual civilians and 
civilian objects under their control against the dangers resulting from military operations. 

CHAPTER V.-LOCALITIES AND ZONES UNDER SPECIAL PROTECTION 

Article 59.-Non-defended localities 

1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to attack, by any means whatsoever, non-defended 
localities. 

2. The appropriate authorities of a Pariy to the conflict may declare as a non-defended locality any 
inhabited place near or in a zone where armed forces are in contact which is open for occupation by an 
adverse Party. Such a locality shall fulfil the following conditions: 

(a) All combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment must have been 
evacuated; ______ ~~_ ........ _ 

CER,l'IF 
(b) No hostile use shall be made of fixed military installations or establish nents; 
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(d) No activities in support of military operations shall be undertaken. 
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3. The presence, in this locality, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this 
Protocol, and of police forces .retained for the sole purpose of maintaining law and order, is not 
contrary to the conditions laid down in pai'agraph 2. 
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4. The declaration made under paragraph 2 shall be addressed to the adverse Party and shall define 
and describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of the non-defended locality. The Party to the conflict 
to which the declaration is addressed shall acknowledge its receipt and shall treat the locality as a non­
defended locality unless the conditions laid down in paragraph 2 are not in fact fulfilled, in which 
event it shall immediately so inform the Party making the declaration. Even if the conditions laid 
down in paragraph 2 are not fulfilled, the locality shall continue to enjoy the protection provided by 
the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international law applicable in armed 
conflict. 

5. The Pm1ies to the conflict may agree on the establishment of nOll- defended localities even if such 
localities do 1l0t fulfill the conditions laid down in paragraph 2. The agreement should define and 
describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of the non-defended locality; if necessary, it may lay 
down the methods of supervision. 

6. The Paliy which is in control of a locality governed by such an agreement shall mark it, so far as 
possible, by such signs as may be agreed upon with the other Party, which shall be displayed where 
they are clearly visible, especially on its perimeter and limits and on highways. 

7. A locality loses its status as a non-defended locality when it ceases to fulfil the conditions laid down 
in paragraph 2 or in the agreement referred to in paragraph 5. In such an eventuality, the locality shall 
continue to enjoy the protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of 
international law applicable in armed conflict. 

Arlicle 60.-Demilitarized zones 

1. It is prohibited for the Parties to the conflict to extend their military operations to zones on which 
they have conferred by agreement the status of demilitarized zone, if such extension is contrary to the 
terms of this agreement. 

2. The agreement shall be an express agreement, may be concluded verbally or in writing, either 
directly or through a Protecting Power or any impartial humanitarian organization, and may consist of 
reciprocal and concordant declarations. The agreement may be concluded in peacetime, as well as 
after the outbreak of hostilities, and should define and describe, as precisely as possible, the limits of 
the demilitarized zone and, if necessary, lay down the methods ofsnpervision. 

3. The subject ofsnch an agreement shall normally be any zone which fulfils the following conditions: 

(a) All combatants, as well as mobile weapons and mobile military equipment, must have been 
evacuated; 

CERTIFIE TRUE COpy 
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(c) No acts of hostility shall be commit1ed by the authorities 01' by the po 

(d) Any activity linked to the military effort must have ceased. 
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sub-paragraph (d) and upon persons to be admitted to the demilitarized zone other than those 
mentioned in paragraph 4. 
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4. The presence, in this zone, of persons specially protected under the Conventions and this Protocol, 
and Df pDlice fDrces retained fDr the sole purpDse Df maintaining law and order, is not contrary to the 
conditions laid down in paragraph 3. 

5. The Party which is in control of such a zone shall mark it, so far as possible, by such signs as may 
be agreed upon with the other Party, which shall be displayed where they are clearly visible, 
especially on its perimeter and limits and on highways. 

6. If the fighting draws near to a demilitarized zone, and if the Pruties to the conflict have so agreed, 
none of them may use the zone for purposes related to the conduct of military operations or 
unilaterally revoke its status. 

7. If one of the Parties to the conmct commits a material breach of the provisions of paragraphs 3 or 6, 
the other Party shall be released from its obligations under the agreement conferring upon the zone the 
status of demilitarized zone. In such an eventuality, the zone loses its status but shall continue to enjoy 
the protection provided by the other provisions of this Protocol and the other rules of international law 
applicable in armed conflict. 

CHAPTER VJ.-CIVIL DEFENCE 

Articfe 61.-Deflllitiolls alld scope 

For the purposes of this Protocol: 

(a) "Civil defence" means the performance of some or all of the undennentioned humanitarian tasks 
intended to protect the civilian popUlation against the dangers, and to help it to recover from tile 
immediate effects, of hostilities or disasters and also to provide the conditions necessary for its 
survival. These tasks are: 

(i) Warning; (ii) Evacuation; 

(iii) Management of shelters; 

(iv) Management of blackout measures; 

(v) Rescue; 

(vi) Medical services, including first aid, and religious assistance; 

(vii) Fire-fighting; 

(viii) Detection and marking of danger areas; 

(ix) Decontamination and similar protective measures; 

(x) Provision of emergency accommodation and supplies; 
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(xiii) Emergency disposaJ oftlle dead; 

(xiv) Assistance in the preservation of objects essential for survival; 

(xv) Complementary activities necessary to carry out any of the tasks mentioned above, including, but 
not limited to, planning and organization; 

• 
(b) "Civil defence organizations" means those establislunents and other units which are organized or 
authorized by the competent authorities of a Party to the conflict to perform any of the tasks 
mentioned under subparagraph (a), and which are assigned and devoted exclusively to such tasks; 

(e) "Personnel" of civil defence organizations lUeans those persons assigned by a PaIiy to the conflict 
exclusively to the performance of the tasks lUentioned under sub-paragraph (a), including personnel 
assigned by the competent authority of that Patiy exclusively to the administration of these 
organizations; 

(d) "Mat,riel" of civil defence organizations means equipment, supplies and transpOlis used by these 
organizations for the performance of the tasks mentioned under sub-paragraph (a). 

Article 62.-Gelleml protectioll 

1. Civilian civil defence organizations and their personnel shall be respected and protected, subject to 
the provisions of this Protocol, patiicularly the provisions of this Section. They shall be entitled to 
perform their civil defence tasks except in case of imperative military necessity. 

2. The provisions of paragraph I shall also apply to civilians who, although not members of civilian 
civil defence organizations, respond to an appeal from the competent authorities and perform civil 
defence tasks under their control. 

3. Buildings and mat,riel used for civil defence purposes and shelters provided for the civilian 
population are covered by Aliicle 52. Objects 

used for civil defence purposes may not be destroyed or divelied from their proper use except by the 
Pmty to which they belong. 

Article 63.-Civil defence in occupied territories 

1. In occupied territories, civilian civil defence organizations shall receive from the authorities the 
facilities necessary for the performance of their tasks. In no circumstances shall their personnel be 
compelled to perform activities which would interfere with the proper performance of these tasks. The 
Occupying Power shall not change the structure or personnel of such organizations in any way which 
might jeopardize the efficient performance of their mission. These organizations shall not be required 
to give priority to the nationals or interests of that Power. 

2. The Occupying Power shall not compel, coerce or induce civilian civil defense organizations to 
perform their tasks in an manner prejudicial to the interests ofthe civilian population. 

3. The Occupying Power may disarm civil defense personnel for "'e"'a""so"'n=",..===------"'"-----· 
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4. The Occupying Power shall neither divert from their proper use nor requisition buildings or mat iel----· 
belonging to or used by civil defense organizations if such diversion or requisition would be han 1ful 
to the civilian population. 

5. Provided that the general rule in paragraph 4 continues to be observed, the occupying Power 
requisition or divelt these resources, subject to the following pmticular conditions: 

(a) That the buildings or mat,riel are necessary for other needs of the civilian population; and 

(b) That the requisition or diversion continues only while such necessity exists. 

6. The Occupying Power shall neither diveIt nor reqUisition shelters provided for the use 0 

civilian population or needed by such popUlation. 

Article 64.-Civilian civil defence organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the cal liet 
and international co-ordilluting organizatiolls 

1. Articles 62, 63, 65 and 66 shall also apply to the personnel and mat,riel of civilian civil defence 
organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict which perform civil defense tasks 
mentioned in Article 61 in the territory of a Party to the conflict, with the consent and under the 
control of that Party. Notification of such a3sistance shall be given as soon as possible to any adverse 
Party concerned. In no circumstances shall this activity be deemed to be an interference in the conflict. 
This activity 

should, however, be performed with due regard to the security interests of the Parlies to the conflict 
concerned. 

2. The Parties to the conflict receiving the assistance referred to in paragraph 1 and the High 
Contracting Palties granting it should facilitate international co-ordination of such civil defence 
actions when appropriate. In such cases the relevant international organizations are covered by the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

3. In occupied territories, the Occupying Power may only exclude or restrict the activities of civilian 
civil defence organizations of neutral or other States not Parties to the conflict and of international co­
ordinating organizations if it can ensure the adequate performance of civil defence tasks from its own 
resources or those of the occupied territory. 

Al"licle 65.-Cessatioll ofprotectioll 

I. The protection to which civilian civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings, shelters and 
mat ,riel are entitled shall not cease unless they commit or are used to commit, outside their proper 
tasks, acts harmful to the enemy. Protection may, however, cease only after a warning has been given 
setting, whenever appropriate, a reasonable time-limit, and after such warning has remained unheeded. 

2. The following shall not be considered as acts hm·mful to the enemy: 

(a) That civil defence tasks are carried out under the direction or control of military authorities; 

(b) That civilian civil defence personnel co-·operat\L'""iill..lllili!ru::y...p",s_oo>,hl-~'1",rftl1'tl'mn'le of civil 
defence tasks, or that some military personnel are ~lt!!fl1t.t1!\'O-rcI1tli~m:i\jl·RIi,*hi(j)~If?ii\fi2:atilpns; 



(c) That the performance of civil defence tasks may incidentally benefit military victims, particularly 
those who are hors de combat. 

3. It shall also not be considered as an act harmful to the enemy that civilian defence personnel bear 
light individual weapons for the purpose of maintaining order or for self-defence. However, in areas 
where land fighting it taking place or is likely to take place, the Parties to the conflict shall undertake 
the appropriate measures to limit these weapons to handguns, such as pistols or revolvers, in order to 
assist in distinguishing between civil defence personnel and combatants. Although civil defence 
personnel bear other light individual weapons in sllch areas, they shall nevertheless be respected and 
protected as soon as they have been recognized as sllch. 

4. Thc formation of civilian civil defence organizations along military lines, and compulsory service 
in them, shall also not deprive them of the protection conferred by this Chapter. 

Article 66.-Idelltificatioll 

I. Each Party to the conflict shall endeavour to ensure that its civil defence organizations, their 
personnel, buildings and mat,riel" are identifiable while they are exclusively devoted to the 
performance of civil defence tasks. Shelters provided for the civilian population should be similarly 
identifiable. 

2. Each Party to the conflict shall also endeavour to adopt and implement methods and procedures 
which will make it possible to recognize civilian shelters as well as civil defence personnel, buildings 
and mat, riel on which the international distinctive sign of civil defence is displayed. 

3. In occupied territories and in areas where fighting is taking place or is likely to take place, civilian 
civil defence personnel should be recognizable by the international distinctive sign of civil defence 
and by an identity and celtifying their status . 

• 
4. The international distinctive sign of civil defence is an equilateral blue triangle on an orange ground 
when used for the protection of civil defence organizations, their personnel, buildings and mat, riel and 
for civilian shelters. 

5. In addition to the distinctive sign, PaIties to the conflict may agree upon the use of distinctive 
signals for civil defence identification purposes. 

6. The application of the provisions of paragraphs I to 4 is governed by Chapter V of Annex I to this 
Protocol. 

7. In time of peace, the sign described in paragraph 4 may, with the consent of the competent national 
authorities, be used for civil defence identification purposes. 

8. The High Contracting Parties and the Pmties to the conflict shall take the measures necessary to 
supervise the display of lhe international distinctive sign of civil defence and to prevent and repress 
any misuse thereof. 

9. The identification of civil defence medical and religious personnel, medical units and medical 
transpo .. r.illi!LllE2.E.Q:'';!?LD.!'d by Alt.icle 18. 
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Article 67.-Members of tile armedforces alld military UllitS assigned to civil deji!11ce orgallizatiolls 

I. Members of the armed forces and military units assigned to civil defence organizations shall be 
respected and protected, provided that: 

(a) Such personnel and such units are permanently assigned and exclusively devoted to the 
performance of any of the tasks mentioned in Alticle 61; 

(b) If so assigned, such personnel do not perform any other military duties during the conflict; 

(c) Such personnel are clearly distinguishable from the other members of the armed forces by 
prominently displaying the international distinctive sign of civil defence, which shall be as large as 
appropriate, and such personnel are provided with the identity card referred to in Chapter V of Annexe 
I to this Protocol certifying their status; 

(d) Such personnel and such units are equipped only with light individual weapons for the purpose of 
maintaining order or for self-defence. The provisions of Alticle 65, paragraph 3 shall also apply in this 
case~ 

(e) Such personnel do IWt palticipate directly in hostilities, and do not commit, or are not used to 
commit, outside their civil defence tas.ks, acts harmful to the adverse Party; 

(f) Such personnel and such units perform their civil defence tasks only within the national territory of 
their Party. 

The non-observance of the conditions stated in (e) above by any member ofthe armed forces who is 
bound by the conditions prescribed in (a) and (b) above is prohibited. 

2 . Military personnel serving within civil defence organizations shall, if they fall into the power of all 
adverse Palty, be prisoners of war. In occupied territory they may, but only in the interest of the 
civilian population of that territory, be employed on civil defence tasks in so far as the need arises, 
provided however that, if such work is dangerous, they volunteer for such tasks. 

3. The buildings and major items of equipment and transpolis of military units assigned to ci il 
defence organizations shall be clearly marked with the international distinctive sign of civil defen ' . 
Tilis distinctive sign shall be as large as appropriate. 0 

() 

4. The mat,riel and buildings of military units permanently assigned to civil defence organizations ItW 
exclusively devoted to the perfol'mahce of civil defence tasks shall, if they fall into the hands 0 ~ 
adverse Pariy, remain subject to the laws of war. They may not be diverted from their civil dd I}Ge 
purpose so long as they are required for the performance of civil defence tasks, except in cas L. 
imperative military necessity, unless previous arrangements have been made for adequate provi L 
for the needs of the civilian population. !!:: 

r" 
IX 

SECTION lI.-RELIEF IN FAVOUR OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION lJ.l 
() 

Article 68.-Field of applicatioll 

---.--~. 

The provisions of this Section apply to the civilian population as defined in this Protocol and are 
supplementary to Articles 23, 55, 59, 60, 61 and 6~~.I~~.J)!h~L!J<Jeyant p"~iBns"lof the Fourth 
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Article 69.-Basic needs in occupied territories 
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2. Relief actions for the benefit of the civilian population of occupied territories are governed by 
Articles 59, 60, 61, 62, 108, 109, 11 ° and 111 of the Fourth Convention, and by Article 71 of this 
Protocol, and shall be implemented without delay. 

Article 70.-Relief actions 

I. If the civilian popUlation of any territory under the control of a Party to the conflict, other than 
occupied territory, is not adequately provided with the supplies mentioned in Article 69, relief actions 
which are humanitarian and impartial in character and conducted without any adverse distinction shall 
be undertaken, subject to the agreement of the Patties concerned in such relief actions. Offers of such 
relief shall not be regarded as interference in the armed conflict or as unfriendly acts. In the 
distribution of relief consignments, priority shall be given to those persons, such as children, expectant 
mothers, maternity cases and nursing mothers, who, under the Fourth Convention 01' under this 
Protocol, are to be accorded privileged treatment or special protection. 

2. Thc Parties to the conflict and each High Contracting Party shall allow and facilitate rapid and 
unimpeded passage of all relief consignments, equipment and personnel provided in accordance with 
this Section, even if such assistance is destined for the civilian population oflhe adverse Party. 

3. The Parties to the conflict and each. High Contracting Paliy which allow the passage of relief 
consignments, equipment and personnel in accordance with paragraph 2: 

(a) Shall have the right to prescribe the technical arrangements, including search, under which such 
passage is permitted; 

(b) May make such permission conditional on the distribution oflhis assistance being made under the 
local supervision of a Protecting Power; 

( c) Shall, in no way whatsoever, divelt relief consignments from the pl1l'pose for whiCh they are 
intended nor delay their forwarding, except in cases of urgent necessity in the interest of the civilian 
population concerned. 

4. The Panies to the conflict shall protect relief consignments and facilitate their rapid distribution. 

5. The Parties to the contlict and each High Contracting Party concerned shall encourage and facilitaie 
effeclive international co-ordination of the relief actions referred to in paragraph 1. 

Article 71.-Personnel participating ill relief actions 

1. Where necessary, relief personnel may form part of the assistance provided in any relief action, in 
particular for the transportation anll distribution of relief consignments; the palticipation of such 
personnel shall be subject to the approval of the Party in whose -o-pt their 
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2. Such personnel shall be respected and protected. 
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3. Each Party in receipt of relief consignments shall, to the fullest extent practicable, assist the relief ' 
personnel referred to in paragraph I in carrying out their relief mission. Only in case of imperativJlLJO 0 220 
military necessity may the activities of the relief personnel be limited or their movements temporarily 
restricted. ' 

4. Under no circumstances may relief personnel exceed the terms oftheir mission under this Protocol. 
In particular they shall take account of the security requirements of the Patiy in whose territory they 
are carrying out their duties. The mission of any of the personnel who do not respect these conditions 
may be terminated. 

SECTION IIl.-TREATMENT OF PERSONS IN THE POWER OF A PARTY TO THE CONFLICT 

CHAPTER I.-FIELD OF APPLICATION AND PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND OBJECTS 

Article 72.-Field of application 

The provisions of this Section are additional to the rules concerning humanitarian protection of 
civilians and civilian objects in the power of a Party to ·the conflict contained in the Fourth 
Convention, particularly Palis I and m thereof, as well as to other applicable rules of international law 
relating to the protection o[fundamental human rights during international armed conflict 

Article 73.-Refitgees alld stateless perso/ls 

Persons who, before the beginning of hostilities, were considered as stateless persons or refugees 
under the relevant international instruments accepted by the Patiies concerned or under the national 
legislation of the State of refuge or State of residence shall be protected persons within the meaning of 
Parts I and III of the Fourth Convention, in all circumstances and without any adverse distinction. 

Article 74.-Reullioll of dispersed families 

The High Contracting Pruties and the Parties to the conflict shall facilitate in every possible way the 
reunion of families dispersed as a result of armed conflicts and shall encourage in particular the work 
of the humanitarian organizations engaged in this task in accordance with the provisions of the 
Conventions and of this Protocol and in conformity witl1 their respective security regulations. 

Article 75.-Fillldamental guarantees 

I. In so fai· as they are affected by a situation referred to in Alticle I of this Protocol, persons who are 
in the power of a party to the conflict and Who do not benefit from more favourable treatment under 
the Conventions or under this Protocol shall be treated humanely in all circumstances and shall enjoy, 
as a minimum, the protection provided by this Article without any adverse distinction based lipan 
race, colour, sex, language, religion or belief, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
wealth, birth or other status, or on any other similar criteria. Each Party shall respect the person, 
honour, convictions and religious practices of all such persons. 

2. The following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever, 

whether committed by civilian or by military a.~g:e:l~lt,:S:..: --"'---'-----:-:=::-::-::::;;-.. "1 

(a) Violence to the life, health, or physical or n'e:n&IIli;l/~lI . .Jb\:!nj~'6:f'p,~d,)h's~irl~p'lrticill.')l::-1 



(i) Murder; 

(ii) TOliure of all kinds, whether physical or mental; 

( iii ) Corporal punishment; and 

(iv) Mutilation; 
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(b) Outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, enforced 
prostitution and any form of indecent assault; 

(c) The taking of hostages; 

(d) Collective punishments; and 

(e) Threats to commit any of the foregoing acts. 

3. Any person arrested, detained or interned for actions related to the armed conflict shall be informed 
promptly, in a language he understands, 6fthe reasons why these measures have been taken. Except in 
cases of arrest or detention for penal offences, such persons shall be released with the minimum delay 
possible and in any event as soon as the circumstances justifying the arrest, detention or internment 
have ceased to exist. 

4. No sentence may be passed and no penalty may be executed on a person found guilty of a penal 
offence related to the armed conflict except pursuant to a conviction pronounced by an impatiial and 
regularly constituted court respecting the generally recognized principles of regular judicial procedure, 
which include the following: 

(a) The procedure shall provide for an accused to be informed without delay of the paIiiculars of the 
offence alleged against him and shall afford the accused before and during his trial all necessary rights 
and means of defence; 

(b) No one shall be convicted of an offence except on the basis of individual penal responsibility; 

(c) No one shall be accused or convicted of a criminal offence on account of any act or omission 
which did not constitute a criminal offence under the national or international law to which he was 
subject at the time when it was committed; nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than that which was 
applicable at the time when the criminal offence was committed; if, after the commission of the 
offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of a ligbter penalty, the offender shall benefit 
thereby; 

(d) Anyone charged with an offence is presumed innocent until proved guilt according to law; 

(e) Anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to be tried in his presence; 

(f) No one shall be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt; 

(g) Anyone charged with an offence shall have the right to examine, or have 
against him and to obtain the attendance atld 
conditions as witnesses against him; C E ft T I F I ED 

witnesses 
. the same 



(h) No one shall be prosecuted or punished by the same Party for an offence in respect of which a final 
judgment acquitting or convicting that person has been previously pronounced under the same law and 
judicial procedure; 

(i) Anyone prosecuted for an offence shall have the right to have the judgment pronounced publicly; 
and 

Ci) A convicted person shall be advised on conviction of his judicial and other remedies and of the 
time-limits within which they may be exercised. 

5. Women whose libeliy has been restricted for reasons related to the armed conflict shall be held in 
quarters separated from men's quarters. They shall be under the immediate supervision of women. 
Nevertheless, in cases 

where families are detained or interned, they shall, whenever possible, be held in the same place and 
accommodated as family units. 

6. Persons who are arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the armed conflict shall enjoy 
the protection provided by this Alticle until their final release, repatriation or re-establishment, even 
after the end of the armed conflict. 

7. In order to avoid any doubt concerning tbe prosecution and trial of persons accused of war crimes 
or crimes against humanity, the following principles shall apply: 

Ca) Persons who are accused of such criroes should be submitted for the purpose of prosecution and 
trial in accordance with the applicable rules ofinternationallaw; and 

Cb) Any such persons who do not benefit fi'om more favourable treatment under the Conventions or 
this Protocol shall be accorded the treatment provided by this Article, whether or not the crimes of 
which they are accused constitute grave breaches of the Conventions or of this Protocol. 

8. No provision of this Article may be construed as limiting or infringing any other more favourable 
provision granting greater protection, under any applicable rules of international law, to persons 
covered by paragraph 1. 

CHAPTER II.-MEASURES IN FAVOUR OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Article 76.-Protectioll o/women 

I. Women shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected ill particular against rape, forced 
prostitution and any other form of indecent assault. 

2. Pregnant women and mothers having dependent infants who are arrested, detained or interned for 
reasons related to the armed conflict, shall have their cases considered with the utmost priority. 

3. To the maximum extent feasible, the Parties to the conflict shall endeavour to avoid the 
pronouncement of the death penalty on pregnant women or mothers having dependent infants, for an 
offence related to the armed conflict. The death enaltx for such offences shall not be executed on 
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Article n.-Protection of children 

1. Children shall be the object of special respect and shall be protected against any form of indecent 
assault. The Parties to the conflict shall 

provide them with the care and aid they require, whether because of their age or for any other reason . 
• 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures in order that children wbo have not 
attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities and, in particular, they shall 
refrain from recruiting them into their armed forces. In recrlliting among those persons who have 
attained the age of fifteen years but who have not attained the age of eighteen years, the Parties to the 
conflict shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest. 

3. If, in exceptional cases, despite the provisions of paragraph. 2, children who have not attained tbe 
age of fifteen years take a direct part in hostilities and fall into the power of an adverse Party, they 
shall continue to benefit from the special protection accorded by this Article, whether or not they are 
prisoners of war. 

4. If arrested, detained or interned for reasons related to the armed conflict, children shall be held ill 
quarters separate from the quarters of adults, except where families are accommodated as family units 
as provided in Article 75, paragraph 5. 

5. The death pel1alty for an offence related to armed conflict shall not be executed on persons who had 
not attained the age of eighteen years at the time the offence was committed. 

Article 7B.-Evacuatioll of children 

J. No Party to the conflict shall arrange for the evacuation of children, other than its own nationals, to 
a foreign country except for a temporary evacuation where compelling reasons of the health or 
medical treatment of the children or, except in occupied territory, their safety, so require. Where the 
parents or legal guardians can be found, their written consent to such evacuation is required. If these 
persons cannot be found, the written consent to such evacuation of the persons who by law or custom 
are primarily responsible for the care of the children is required. Any such evacuation shall be 
supervised by the Protecting Power in agreement with the Parties concerned, namely, the Party 
arranging for the evacuation, the Party receiving the children and any Patiies whose nationals are 
being evacuated. In each case, all Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible precautions to avoid 
endangering the evacuation. 

2. Whenever an evacuation occurs pursuant to paragraph 1, each child's education, including his 
religious' and moral education as his parents desire, shall be provided while he is away with the 
greatest possible continuity. 

3. With a view to facilitating the return to their families and country of children evacuated pursuant to 
this Article, the authorities of the Patiy arranging for the evacuation and, as appropriate, the 
authorities of the receiving country shall establish for each child a card with photographs, which they 
shall send to the Central Tracing Agency of the International Committee of the Red Cross. Each card 
shall bear, whenever possible, and whenever it involves no risk of harm to the child, the following 
information: 
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(b) The child's first name(s); 

(c) The child's sex; 

(d) The place and date of birth (or, if that date is not known, the approximate age); 

(e) The father's full name; 

(f) The mother's full name and her maiden name; 

(g) The child's next-of-kin; 

(h) The child's nationality; 

(i) The child's native language, and any other languages he speaks; 

U) The address of the child's family; , 

(k) Any identification number for the child; 

(I) The child's state of health; 

(m) The child's blood group; 

(n) Any distinguishing features; 
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(0) The date on which and the place where the child was found; 

(p) The date on which and the place from which the child left the country; 

(q) The child's religion, ifany; 

(r) The child's present address in the receiving country; 

(s) Should the child die before his return, the date, place and circumstances of death and place of 
interment. 

CHAPTER III.-JOURNALISTS 

Article 79.-MeaSllres of protection fO,rjolll'llalists 

I. Journalists engaged in dangerous professional miSSIOns in areas of armed conflict shall be 
considered as civilians within the meaning of Article 50, paragraph 1. 

2. They shall be protected as such under the Conventions and this Protocol, provided that they take 110 

action adversely affecting their status as civilians, and without prejudice to the right of war 
correspondents accredited to tlle armed forces to the stf7RWi€lecl-fm"irr-A'1ticie 4 A (4) Of the Third 
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3. They may obtain an identity card similar to the model in Annex II of this Protocol. This card. which 
shall be issued by the government of the State of which the journalist is a national or in whose 
territory he resides or in which the news medium employing him is located, shaJI attest to his status as 
a journalist. 

PART V EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTIONS AND OF THIS PROTOCOL 

SECTION 1._ GENERAL PROVISIONS 

AI'ticie BO.-Measuresjor exeeulion ' 

I. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflict shall without delay take all necessary 
measures for the execution of their obligations under the Conyenlions and this Protocol. 

I 
2. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conqict shall give orders and instructions to 
ensure observance of the Conventions ,and this Protocol, and ihall supervise their execution. 

Article 81.-Activities o/tlle Red Cross alld other hll1llallitarihn organizations 

1. The Patties to the conflict shall grant to the International bommittee of the Red Cross all facilities 
within their power so as to enable it to carry out the humanitarian functions assigned to it by the 
Conventions and this Protocol in order to ensure protection dnd assistance to the victims of conflicts; 
the International Committee of the Red Cross may also carr~ out any other humanitarian activities in 
favour ofth,se victims, subject to the consent of the Parties t1 the conflict concerned. 

2. The Parties to the conflict shall grant to their respective Zed Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and 
Sun) organizations the facilities necessary for carrying out ~leir humanitarian activities in favour of 
the victims of the conflict, in accordance with the provisions if the Conventions and this Protocol and 
the fundamental principles of the Red Cross as formulated by the International Conferences orthe Red 
Cross. 

3. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conflicishall facilitate in every possible way the 
assistance which Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and S n) organizations and the League of Red 
Cross Societies extend to the victims of conflicts in accordan ,e with the provisions of the Conventions , 
and this Protocol and with the fundamental principles 0 the Red Cross as formulated by the 
International Conferences of the Red Cross. 

4. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the confti t shall, as far as possible, make facilities 
similar to those mentioned in paragraphs 2 and 3 available to the other humanitarian organizations 
referred to in the Conventions and this Protocol which are dt ly authorized by the respective Parties to 
the conflict and which perform their humanitarian activities in accordance with the provisions of the 
Conventions and this Protocol. 

Article 82.-Legal advisers ill arn/ed/orees 

The High Contracting Parties at all times, and the Parties t the conflict in time of armed conflict, 
shall ensure that legal advisers are available, when necessal y, to advise military commanders at the 
appropriate level on the application of the Conventions a, d this Protocol and on the appropriate 
instruction to be given to the armed forces on this su ERTIF!E~'!.~yfCopy-m.! 
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Article 83.-Disseminatioll IAUO 02 
EL 10 V. SMWEDRA 

ACTING DIRECTOR 
CENTRAL RECORDS' ['II/ISION 

DEPARTMENT 0[= FORrclbt-: AFFAIRS 

1. The High Contracting Parties undertake, in time of as in time of armed conflict, to 
disseminate the Conventions and this Protocol as widely as Ilos:sible in their respective countries and. 
in pariicular, to include the study thereof in their of military instruction and to encourage 
the study thereof by the civilian popUlation, so that those may become known to the 
armed forces and to the civilian population. 

2 . Any military or civilian authorities who, in time of conflict, aSSllme responsibilities in 
respect of the application of the Conventions and this Pn)tocpl shall be fully acquainted with the text 
thel·eof. 

Article 84.-Rules of application 

The High Contracting Parties S/lall commuuicate to one a!lc)the:r, as soon as possible, through the 
depositary and, as appropriate, tluough the Protecting their official translations of this 

::;;;~:s ;;~~:;:;:;;:d ::II:::::::~th:~nay I . c::::::;:::I::;n'OF THIS 
PROTOCOL 

Article 85.-Repressioll of breaches of litis Protocol 

1. The provisions of the Conventions relating to the ren""l.,,,in,n of breaches and grave breaches, 
supplemented by this Section, shall apply to the repression breaches and grave breaches of this 
Protocol. 

2. Acts described as grave breaches in the Conventions grave breaches of this Protocol if 
committed against persons in the power of an adverse Party Pro"eelCa by Aliicles 44, 45 and 73 of this 
Protocol, or against the wounded, sick and shipwrecked of adverse Paliy who are protected by this 
Protocol, or against those medical or religious personnel, units or medical transpOlis which 
are under the control of the adverse Party and are protected Protocol. 

3. In addition to the grave breaches defined in Alticle I I, the following acts shall be regarded as grave 
breaches of this Protocol, when committed wilfully, in the relevant provisions of this 
Protocol, and causing death Or serious injury to body or 

(a) Making the civilian popUlation or individual civilians the 
, . of attack; 

(b) Launching an indiscriminate attack affecting the oh,;I;,.'o population or civilian objects in the 
knowledge that such attack wi1l cause excessive loss of life, to civilians 01' damage to civilian 
objects, as defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a) (iii); 

(c) Launching an attack against works or installations corltai*ingdangerous forces in the knowledge 
tllat such attack will calise excessive loss of life, i11iury to 01' damage to civilian objects, as 
defined in Article 57, paragraph 2 (a) (iii); 

(d) Making non-defended localities and demilitarized zones thr,G1;!fg,;t-BJ,:"'tta\~.;._,,-.. ,_, .. _______ _ 
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(f) The perfidious lise, in violation of Article 37, of thc d'stinctive emblem of the red cross, red 
crescent or red lion and sun or of other protective signs recognized by the Conventions or this 
Protocol. ' . 

4. In addition to the grave breaches defined in the precedin paragraphs and in the Conventions, the 
following shall be regarded as gra'{e breaches of this proroCOI, when committed wilfully and in 
violation ofthe Conventions o[(he Protocol; 

(a) The transfer by the Occupying Power of patts of its oW\1 civilian population into the territory it 
occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or patts of the P?pnlation of the occupied territory within 
or outside this territory, in violation of Alticle 49 ofthe FOllltl Convention; 

(b) Unjustifiable delay in the repatriation of prisoners of war l' civilians; 

(c) Practices of apartheid and other inlllllnan and degrading p actices involving outrages upon personal 
dignity, based on racial discrimination; , [ 

Cd) Making the clearly-recognized historic monuments, w rks of art or places of worship which 
constitute the cultural or spil'itual heritage of peoples and to hich special protection has been given 
by special arrangement, for example, within the framework of a competent international organization, 
the object of attack, causing as a result extensive destruction thereof, where there is no evidence of the 
violation by the adverse Pal1y of Article 53, sub-paragraph Ib), and when such historic monuments, 
works of alt and places of worship are not located in the immediate proximity of military objectives: 

(e) Depriving a person protected by the Conventions or referrld to in paragraph 2 of this Article of the 
rights of fair and regular trial. 

5. Without prejudice to the application of the Conventions and of this Protocol, grave breaches of 
these instruments shall be regarded as Wat· crimes. 

Article 86.-Failure to act 

~--·-----11. The High Contracting Parties and the Parties to the conlli t shall repress grave bl eaches, and take 
i~lteasUles necessary to suppress all other breaches, orlhe cojventions or oflhis Protocol which result 

i:~ .:! <: r.. am a failure to act when under a duty to do so. 
'0 ~ Qo. o ~~ 
() UJ rr: ?. z . The fact that a breach of the Conventions or of this PlOtocol was committed by a subordinate does 

~ ~ '? lli ot absolve his superiors from penal or disciplinary responsibility, as the case may be, if they knew, or 
< ill gs 0:: I ad information which should have enabled them to conclud~ in the circumstances at the time, that he 
(J) ~ is ~ as committing or was going to commit such a breach and i, they did not take all feasible measures 
::> (9 frl~, ithin their power to prevent or repress the breach. 

zo:: 
(') F . ..l!z 
is ~e C;; 1M rticle 87.-Duty o/commanders 
0:: ~ F 
ill ~ ~ . The High Contracting Parties and the Patties to the conflict shall requirc military commanders, with 

~ I spect to members of the armed forces under their command and other persons under their control, (0 

\ revent and, where necessary, to suppress and to repolt t competent authorities breaches of the 
1'" -12;--- onventions and ofthis Protocol. 
." 
'" o 

.!g 
..:ott 

2. In order to prevent and suppress breaches, High Contractitr . llnd-Pat1iCfr-t,,-th~-seflt/.i<;.t..slJaIL 

reqUire that, commensurate with their level of responsibility, on{li:llaiifejsJfri$jjj'@)tl"r~~f&~ fJflhe 
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arJned forces under their c01l1mand are aware of their obligati()ns under the Conventions and this 
Protocol. 

3. The High Contracting Parties and Parties to the conflict require any commander who is aware 
that subordinates or other persons under his control are to commit or have cOJnmitted a breach 
of the Conventions or of this Protocol, to initiate sllch are necessary to prevent such violations 
of tlle Conventions or this Protocol, and, where ap!)ropri:,t~, to initiate disciplinary or penal action 
against violators thereof. 

Article 88.-Mutual assistance ill crimillalmatters 

I. The Higll Contracting PaIties shall afford one anc)th',,1 the greatest measure of assistance in 
connexion with criminal proceedings brought in respect of breaches of the Conventions or of 
this Protocol. 

2. Subject to the rights and obligations established in the Co'~ve,n(i'ons and in Article 85, paragraph 1, 
of this Protocol, and when circumstances permit, the High PaIties shall co-operate in the 
matter of extradition. They sllall give due consideration to request of (he State in whose territory 
the alleged offence has occurred. 

J. The law of the High Contracting Party requested' shall in all cases. The provisions of the 
preceding paragraphs shall not, however, affect the obligatllJns arising from the provisions of any 
other treaty of a bilateral or multilateral natme which or will govern the whole or pat1 of the 
SUbject of mutual assistance in criminal matters. 

Article 89.-Co-ofJeratioll 

In situations of serious violations of the Conventions or 
undertake to act, jointly or individually, in co-operation 
with the United Nations Charter. 

Article 90.-11lternatiollal Fact-Finding Commission 

Protocol, the High Contracting Parties 
the United Nations and in conformity 

1----·-.1. (a) An International Fact-Finding Commission (he:rein~I"ter referred to as "(he Commission") 
onsisting of fifteen members of high moral standing acknowledged impaltiality shall be 
stablished. 

b) When not less than twenty High Contracting Parties 
ommission pursuant to paragraph 2, the depositary 

hereafter, convene a meeting of representatives of those 
lecting the members of the Commission. At the meeting, 
f the Commission by secret ballot fi"om a list of person s 
arties may nominate one person. 

agreed to accept the competence of the 
then, and at intervals of five years 
Contracting Parties for the purpose of 

representatives shall elect the members 
, which each of those High Contracting 

(c) The members of the Commission shall serve in their ner.<innaJ capacity and shall hold office until 
the election of new members at the ensuing meeting. 

(d) At the election, the High Contracting Parties shall 
Commission individually possess the qualifications required 

that the persons to be elected to the 
that, in the Commission as a whole, 

equitable geographical representation is assured. .-t----"_."_ ...... _-_. 
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(e) In the case of a casual vacancy, the Commission 'to<,I, ,ol,oil fill ti,e Z vacancy, having due regard to 
the provisions of tile preceding sub paragraphs. 

(f) the depositary shall make available to the Commission 
the performance of its functions. 

necessary administrative facilities for 

2. (a) The High Contracting Parties may at the time OfS1~:I:~:Jp;r£a~~t;i~fYing or acceding to the Protocol, or 
at any other subsequent time, declare that they recognize and without special agreement, in 
relation to any other High Contracting Pmty accepting the obligation, the competence of the 
Commission to enquire into allegations by such other Party, authorized by this Article. 

(b) The declarations referred to above shall be deposited 
copies thereof to the High Contracting Pmties. 

(c) The Commission shall be competent to: 

the depositary, which shall transmit 

(i) Enquire into any facts alleged to be a grave breach as del:llne:d in tim Conventions and this Protocol 
or otber seriolls violation ofthe Conventions or ofthis Pf(ltol:pl; 

(ii) Facilitate, through its good offices, the restoration of an a\lllULle of respect for the Conventions and 
this Protocol. 

(d) In other situations, the Commission shall institute an ~!1(IUll'y at the request of a Party to the 
conflict only Witll the consent of the other Patty or Parties co.t\c"rned. 

(e) Subject to-the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, provisions of Article 52 of the First 
Convention, Article 53 of the Secoqd Convention, Article of the Third Convention and Altiele 
149 of the Fourth Convention shall continue to apply to any ~llleg('d violation of the Conventions and 
shail extend to any aileged violation of this Protocol, 

3, (a) Uniess otherwise agreed by the Palties concerned, 
Cimmber consisting of seven members appointed as follows: 

enquiries shall be undel1aken by a 

) .0 , 
';J> C) (i) Five members of the Commission, not nationals of Party to the conflict, appointed by the 
~.:;:f President of the Commission on the basis of equitable repre$entaticlIl of the geographical areas, after 

r;
~ consultation with the Parties to the conflict; 

>- i2 (ii) Two ad hoc members, not nationals of any Palty to the COi~IlI'ct, one to be appointed by each side. 
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(b) Upon receipt of the request for ·an enquiry, the Pn,si'l¢rlt of the Commission shall specify an 
appropriate time limit for setting up a Chamber. If any ad member has not been appointed within 
the time limit, the President shall immediately appoint additionai member or members of the 
Commission as may be necessary to complete the of the Chamber. 

4. (a) The Chamber set \lp under paragraph 3 to undertake enquiry shall invite the Palties to the 
conflict to assist it and to present evidence. The Chamber also seek such other evidence as it 
deems appropriate and may carry out an investigation oflhe s\tlJation in loco. 

(b) All evidence shall be fully disclosed to the P811ies, 
the Commission. 

shall have the right to comment on it to 
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(c) Each Party shall have the right to challenge sllch evidence 

5. (a) The Commission shall submit to the Patties a report on the findings offact of the Chamber, with 
such recommendations as it may deem appropriate. 

(b) If the Chamber is unable to secLlre sufficient evidenc for factual and impmtial findings, the 
Commission shall state the reasons for that inability. 

(c) Tile Commission shall not report its findings publicly, L I1less all the Pal1ies to the conflict have 
requested the Commission to do so, 

Article 92.-Siglluture 

This Protocol shall be open for signature by the Parties to the f=0nventi 
of the Final Act and will remain open for a period of twelve 11onths. 

Article 93.-Ratificatioll 
• 

PielO V. SAAVEDRA 
ACTING DIRECTOR 

CENTRAL RECORDS'I"'I'IJSIOI\I 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFI\lr,S 

. ,-rmftltm"lrrrermesigJii'iiijUlfo220 

This Protocol shall be ratified as soon as possible. The instrullnents of ratification shall be deposited 
with the Swiss Federal Council, depositary of the convention1' 

Article 94.-Accessioll 

This Protocol shall be open for accession by any Patty to the 10nventions which has not signed it. The 
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the depositary. 

Article 95.-EllllY into force 

I. This Protocol shall enter into force six months after two instruments of ratification or accession 
have been deposited. ---.- .. - .... -----... ------- -
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2. For each Party to the Conventions thereafter ratifying or aqc:eumg to this Protocol, it shall enter into 
force six months after the deposit by SLIch Party of its of ratification or accession. 

Article 96.-TJ·eaty relations upon elltJY i1lto force oftlzisPr,dtocol 

1. When the PaIiies to the Conventions are also PaIiies to 
supplemented by this Protocol. 

Protocol, tbe Conventions shaJl apply as 

2. When one of the Pat1ies to the conflict is not bound by Protocol, the Parties to the Protocol 
shall remain bound by it in their mutual relations. They shalllfllrthennnJ"e be bound by this Protocol in 
relation to each of the Parties which are not bound by it, latter accepts and applies the provisions 
thereof. 

3. The authority representing a people engaged against a Contracting Patty in an armed conflict 
of the type referred to in Atiicle 1, paragraph 4, may unclertake to apply the Conventions and tbis 
Protocol in relation to that conflict by means of a . addressed to the depositary. 
Such declaration shall, upon its receipt by the depositary, in relation to that cOllmct the following 
effects: 

(a) The Conventions and this Protocol are brought into 
conflict with immediate effect; 

(b) The said authority assumes the same rights and obligati,)nl 
High Contracting Patty to the Conventions and this Protocol; 

(c) The Conventions and this Protocol are equally binding 

Article 97.-Amel1dment 

for the said authority as a Pat1y to the 

all Parties to the conflict. 

I. Any High Contracting Party may propose amendments this Protocol. The text of any proposed 
amendment shall be communicated to the depositary, shall decide, after consultation with all 
the High Contracting Parties and the International Comnlitt'~~ of the Red Cross, whether a conference 
should be convened to consider the proposed amendment. 

2. The depositary shall invite to that conference all the High rootr"diou Patties as well as the Patties 
.. "~ to the Conventions, whether or not they are signatories 

Article 98.-Revisi0l1 of Annex { 

1. Not later than four years after the entry into force of this I1ro~tocol and thereafter at intervals of not 
less than four years, the International Committee of the Red shall consult the High Contracting 
Parties concerning Annex I to this Protocol and, if it it necessary, may propose a meeting of 
technical experts to review Annex I and to propose such to it as may appear to be 
desirable. Unless, within six months of the communication a proposal fot' such a meeting to the 
High Contracting Patties, one third of them object, the Committee ofthe Red Cross shall 
convene the meeting, inviting also observers of international organizations. Such a 
meeting shall also be convened by the International of the Red Cross at any time at the 
request of one third of the High Contracting Patties. 

2. The depositary shall convene a conference of the High ~f~,~)~1f~~!i~!1)a~~~~:~r!~~,!J~ 
Conventions to consider amendments proposed by the "J'feelIJno 



meeting, the IllternationaI Committee of the Red Cross or on third of the High Contracting Parties so 
request. 

3. Amendments to Annex I may be adopted at such a confer nee by a two-thirds majority of the High 
Contracting Parties present and voting. 

4. The depositary shall communicate any amendment so adJopted to the High Contracting Parties and 
to the Parties to the Conventions. The amendment shall be co lsidered to have been accepted at the end 
ofa period 

of one year after it has been so communicated, unless ithin that period a declaration of nOI1-

acceptance of the amendment has been communicated to th depositary by not less than one third of 
the High Contracting Parties. 

5. An amendment considered to have been accepted in acco 'dance with paragraph 4 shall enter into 
force three months after its acceptance for all High Contrac ing Parties other than those which have 
made a declaration of non-acceptante in accordance with tI at paragraph. Any Paliy making sllch a 
declaration may at any time withdraw it and the amendment shall then enter into force for that Party 
three months thereafter. 

6. The depositary shall notify the High Contracting Pmi!eS ~nd the Parties to the Conventions of the 
entry into force of any amendment, of the Parties bound ther by, of the date of its entry into force in 
relation to each Patty, of declarations of non-acceptance mad in accordance with paragraph 4, and of 
withdrawals of such declarations. 

Article 99.-Dellllucilltioll 

I. In case a High Contracting Party should denounce this PIotocol, the denunciation shall only take 
effect one year after receipt of the instrument of denunciatiOl . If, however, on the expiry of that year 
the denouncing Party is engaged in one of the situations refer ed to in Article 1, the denunci ation shall 
not take effect before the end of the armed conflict or 0 cupation and not, in any case, before 
operations connected with the final release, repatriation or rb-estabIishment of the persons protected 
by the Conventions or this Protocol have been terminated. 

,!g 
~ 2. The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the depo itary, which shall transmit it to all the 

/

--_J"ljgh Contracting Parties. 

>- oj" ~. ~3f The denunciation sl;all have effect only in respect of the de ouncing Party. 
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(a) Signatures affixed to this Protocol and the deposit of i 
under Articles 93 and 94; 

struments of ratification and accession 



(b) The date of entry into force of this Protocol under AnicJe 5; 

(c) Communications and declarations received under A11icles 84, 90 and 97. 

(d) Declarations received under Article 96, paragraph 3, whioh shall be communicated by the quickest 
methods; and 

(e) Denunciations under Article 99. 

Article lOJ.,Registration 

I. After its entry into force, this Protocol shall be transmitted y the depositary to the Secretariat of the 
United Nations for registration and publication, in accordanfe with A11icle 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations. ,I 

2. The depositary shall also inform the Secretariat of the Uni ed Nations of all ratifications, accessions 
and denunciations received by it with'respect to this Protocol. 

Article I02.-Autltel1tic texts 

The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chines" English, Frencb, Russian and Spanish 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the depokitary, which shall transmit certified true 
copies thereof to all the Pa11ies to the Conventions. 

ANNEX! 

EL 010 V. SAAVEDRA 
Regulations concerning identificatioh ACTING DIRECTOR 

CENTRAL RECORDS'DIVISIO,N , 
CHAPTER l.,IDENTITY CARDS DEPAHTMENT OF FOHEIGN AFFAI~~_ - -,M<>Q..----,",",,- " 07 
Article I.-Identity cardjorpermanent civilian medical and 'eligious personnel . "UG 0 Z ZO 

I. The identity card for permanent civilian medical and reli . ious personnel referred to in Article 18, 
paragraph 3, of the Protocol shOUld: I 

(a) Bear the distinctive emblem and be of such size that it cal be carried in the pocket; 

(b) Be as durable as practicable; ,I 
(c) Be worded in the national or official language (and may in addition be worded in other languages); 

(d) Mention the name, the date of biIth (or, if that date is nL available. the age at the time of issue) 
and the identity number, if any, of the holder, 

(c) State in what capacity the holder is entitled to the pr tection of the Conventions and of the 
Protocol; 

(g) Bear the stamp and signature oft\1e competent authority; CEI~TiFIED TRUE COP' 
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(h) State the date of issue and date of expiry of the card. 

2. The identity card shall be uniform throughout the territor} of each High Contracting Party and, as 
far as possible, of the same type for all Parties to the conflict. The Pallies to the conflict may be 
guided by the single-language model shown in Figure I. +t the outbreak of hostilities, they shall 
transmit to each other a specimen of the model they are using, if such model differs from that shown 
in Figure 1. The identity card shall be made out, if POSSible'r,'n duplicate, one copy being kept by the 
issuing authority, which should maintain control of the cards hich it has issued. 

3. In no circumstances may permanent civilian medical and religious personnel be deprived of their 
identity cards, In the event of the loss of a card, they shall be entitled to obtain a duplicate copy. 

Article 2.-Idelllity cardlor temporary civilian medical al1d JUgiOUS persol11lel 

1. The identity card for (emporary civilian medical and religi~US personnel should, whenever possible, 
be similar to that provided for in Article I of these Regulations. The Patiies to the conDict may be 
guided by the model shown in Figure I. 

2. When circumstances preclude the provision to temporary lcivilian medical and religious personnel 
of identity cards similar to those described in Article I of these RegUlations, the said personnel may be 
provided with a certificate signed by the competent autil0rit~ celiifying that the person to whom it is 
issued is assigned to duty as temporary personnel and stating, if possible, the duration of sllch 
assignment and his right to wear the distinctive emblem. Th:e certificate should mention the holder's 
name and date of birth (or if that date is not available, his ~ge at the time when the certificate was 
issued), his function and identity number, if any. It shall bear IIJiS signature or his thumbprint, Or both. 

CHAPTER 11.-THE DISTINCTIVE EMBLEM 

Article 3.-S1wpe and natllre )' 

1. The distinctive emblem (red on a white ground) simi be as large as appropriate under the 
circumstances. For the shapes of the cross, the crescent orll'the lion and sun, the High Contracting 
Parties may be guided by the models shown in Figure 2. I 

, 

2. At night or when visibility is reduced, the distinctive emblim may be lighted or illuminated; it may 
also be made of materials rendering it recognizable by technidal means of detection. 

I 
I 

A~k~-~ 1 

1 

I. The distinctive emblem shall, whenever possible, be displ~yed on a flat surface or on flags visible 
frol11 as many directions and from as far away as possible. I 

i 
2. Subject to the instrllctions of the competent authority, meqical and religiolls personnel carrying out 
(heir duties in the battle area shall, as far as possible, wear headgear and clothing bearing the 
distinctive emblem. ) 

,-
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CHAPTER III.-DISlINCTIVE SIGNALS 

Article 5.-0ptiollal Use 
I 

I. Subject to the provisions of Article 6 of these Regulationd, the signals specified in this Chapter for 
exclusive use by medical units and transpolts shalInot be u~ed for any other purpose. The use of all 
signals referred to in this Chapter is optional. I 

! 
I 

2. Temporary medical aircraft which cannot, either for lack qftime or because of their characteristics, 
be madced with the distinctive emblem, may use the distinctive signals authorized in this Chapter. The 
best method of effective identification and recognition of niedical aircraft is, however, the use of a 
visual signal, either the distinctive emblem or the light !signal specified in Alticle 6, or both, 
supplemented by the other signals referred to in Articles 7 an~ 8 of these Regulations. 

I 

Article 6.-Ligilt signal ! 
\ 

I. The light signal, consisting of a flashing blue light. is est~blished for the use of medical aircraft to 
signal their identity. No other aircraft shall use this signal. T,he recommended blue colour is obtained 
by llsing, as trichromatic co-ordinates: ' 

green boundary y ~ 0,065 + 0,805x 

white boundary y ~ 0.400 - x 

purple boundary x = 0.133 + 0,600y 

The recommended flashing rate of the blue light is between si,xty and one hundred flashes per minute, 

2. Medical aircraft should be equipped with such lights as l~ay be necessary to make the light signal 
visible in as many directions as possible, I . 

3, [n the absence of a special agreement between the Pm·ties to the conflict reserving the use of 
flashing blue lights for the identification of medical vehides and ships and craft, the use of slich 
signals for other vehicles or ships is not prohibited. ! 

! 

Article 7,-Radio signal 

1. The radio signal shall consist of a radiotelephonic or l'adiotelegraphic message preceded by a 
distinctive priority signal to be designated and approved by a:World Administrative Radio Conference 
of the International Telecommunication Union. It shall be transmitted three times before the call sign 
of the medical transport involved, This message shall be transmitted in English at appropriate inteNals 
on a frequency or frequencies specified pursuant to paragraph 3, The use of the priority signal shall be 
restricted exclusively to medical units ancl transports. 

I 

2, The radio message preceded by the distinctive priority sigqal mentioned in paragraph I shall convey 
the following data: ;'. ,_ ........ --::=:===::::-:;;;;-;;;;-';::;:wN'-i 
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(a) Call sign of the medical transport; 
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(c) Number and type of medical transpOlis; 

, 
(d) Intended route; i 

I 
I , 

(e) Estimated lime en route and of departure and arrival, as appropriate; ~UG 022001 

(f) Any other information such as flight altitude, radio frequencies guarded, languages and secondary 
surveillance radar modes and codes. ! . 

, , 
3. [n order to facilitate the communications referred to \n paragraphs I and 2, as well as the 
communications referred to in Articles 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28i 29, 30 and 31 of the Protocol, the High 
Contracting Parties, the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acting in agreement or 
alone, may designate, in accordance with the Tablti of Frequency Allocations in the Radio Regulations 
annexed to the International Telecommunication Conv~ntion, and publish selected national 
frequencies to be used by them for such communications. 1;hese frequencies shall be notified to the 
International Telecommunication Union in accordance with: procedures to be approved by a World 
Administrative Radio Conference. i , 

i 
Article B.-Electrollic idelltificatioll I 

I 
I. The Secondary Surveillance Radar (SSR) system, as specified in Annex 10 to the Chicago 
Convention on International Civil Aviation of7 December Ip44, as amended from time to time, may 
be used to identify and to follow the course of medical aircraft. The SSR mode and code to be , 
reserved for the exclusive use of medical aircraft shan be est~blished by the High Contracting Parties, 
the Parties to a conflict, or one of the Parties to a conflict, acling in agreement or alone, in accordance 
with procedures to be recommended by the International Civi' Aviation Organization. 

2. Pal1ies to a conflict may, by special agreement between them, establish for their use a similar 
electronic system for the identification of medical vehicles, alld medical ships and craft. , 

CHAPTER IV.-COMMUNICATIONS 

Ar/icle 9.-RudiocommllllicutioIlS 

The priority signal provided for in Article 7 of these i Regulations may precede appropriate 
radiocommunications by medical units and transp0l1s in the :application of the procedures carried out 
under Articles 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31 orthe Protocol. 

Article 1 O.-Use of illtematiollal codes 

Medical units and transports may ~Iso use the codes and: signals laid down by the International 
Telecommunication Union, the International Civil Aviation Organization and the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative OrganizatiQn. These codes and signals shan be used in accordance with the 
standards, practices and procedures established by these Org~nizations. 

Article ll.-Otlter mea/Is of communication 

When two-way radio communication is not possible, the slg:nals provided for in the International Code 

of Signals adopted by the Inter-Governmentalll~~.::::~:~~~~r~;ij~~i]jr~O~ll·g~aJn~iz~~a~ti~o~l1m:;o:rl~i:n~tlh:,~e 
appropriate Annex to the Chicago Convention on It 
amended from time to time, may be used. TR1!E topy 
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Article 12.-Fligftt plans 

The agreements and notifications relating to flight plans provided for in Aliicle 29 of the Protocol 
shall as far as possible be formulated in accordance with procedures laid down by the International 
Civil Aviation Organization. 

Article 13.-Sigllals and procedures for tlte interceptioll of 11l~dical aircraft 

If an intercepting aircraft is used to verify the identity of a medical aircraft in flight or to require it to 
land in accordance with Al1icles 30 and 31 of the Protocol, the standard visual and radio interception 
procedures prescribed by Annex 2 to the Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation of 7 
December 1944, as amended from thue to time, should be Llsed by the intercepting and the medical 
aircraft. . 

CHAPTER V,-CIVILDEFENCE 

Article J4.-Identity card 

1. The identity card of the civil defence personnel provided for in Aliicle 66. paragraph 3, of the 
Protocol is governed by the relevant provisions of Aliicle I oftl1ese Regulations. 

2. The identity card for civil defence personnel may follow the model shown in Figure 3. 

3. If civil defence personnel are permitted to carry light individual weapons, an entry to that effect 
should be made on the card mentioned. 

Article 15.-IllIel'1latiollal distinctive sign 

1. The international distinctive sign 'of civil defence provided for in Article 66, paragraph 4, of the 
Protocol is an equilateral blue triangle on an orange ground. A model is shown in Figlll'e 4: 

2. It is recommended that: 

(a) If the blue triangle is on a flag or armlet or tabard. the ground to the triangle be the orange flag, 
armlet or tabard; 

(b) One of the angles ofthe triangle be pointed vertically upwards; 

(c) No angle of the triangle touch the edge cfthe orange ground. 

3. The international distinctive sign shall be as large as appropriate under the circumstances. The 
distinctive sign shall, whenever possible, be displayed on flat surfaces or on flags visible from as 
many directions and from as far away as possible. Subject to the instructions of the competent 
authority, civil defence personnel shall, as far as possible, wear headgear and clothing bearing the 
international distinctive sign. At night or when visibility is reduced, the sign may be lighted or 
illuminated; it may also be made of materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of 
detection. _____ . __ .~_._._ .. _______ ..... 
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CHAPTER V!.-WORKS AND INSTALLATIONS CONTAINING DANGlilWUS FORCES 

Article J6.-Illtel'1latiollal special sigll 

I. The international special sign for works and installations containing dangerolls forces, as provided 
for in Article 56, paragraph 7, of the Protocol. shall be a group of three bright orange circles of equal 
size, placed on the same axis, the distance between each circle being one radius, in accordance with 
Figure 5 illustrated below. 

2. The sign shall be as large as appropriate under the circumstances. When displayed over an extended 
surface it may be repeated as often as appropriate under the circumstances. It shall, whenever possible, 
be displayed on flat surfaces or on flags so as to be visible from as many directions and nom as far 
away as possible. 

3. On a flag, the distance between the outer limits of the sign and the adjacent sides oftlle flag shall be 
one radius of a circle. The flag shall be rectangular and shall have a white ground. 

4. At night 01' when visibility is reduced, the sign may be lighted 01' illuminated. It may also be made 
at materials rendering it recognizable by technical means of detection. 
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