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AN ACT 
INCREASING MATERNITY LEAVE BENEFITS FROM SIXTY (60) DAYS TO 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS OR FOUR MONTHS, AMENDING FOR 
THE PURPOSE, P.O. 442, AS AMENDED BY R.A. 7322 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The vital role of women in society and economy has long been recognized in our country. 
The Philippine Constitution under Art. II, Sec. 14 states that the State shall recognize the 
role of women in nation-building and shall ensure the fundamental equality before the 
law of men and women. Also, Art. XIlI, Sec. 14 of our Constitution, provides that the 
State shall protect working women by providing safe and healthful working conditions" 
taking into account their matemal functions, and such facilities and opportunities that will 
enhance their welfare and enable them to realize their full potential in the service of the 
nation. 

In 2008, UNICEF cited the Philippines' Mortality Rate wherein thirty two (32) Filipino 
children (per 1,000 live births) die before the age of five and the Philippines ranked 86th 

among 190 countries with the highest under-tlve mortality rate. The report also cited 
several recommendations that would help reduce our country's mortality rate among 
which is access to exclusive breastfeeding for a long period of time l WHO even 
recognizes breastfeeding as an ideal way of providing young infants with the nutrients 
they need for healthy growth and development2 

This recognizes matemity as a vital social function played by women and protects the 
rights of working women and their infants to pTOper health care by increasing the 
matemity leave of working women from sixty (60) days or eight (8) weeks to one 
hundred twenty (120) days or sixteen (16) weeks thereby allowing mothers to breastfeed 
their child for at least four (4) months. 

In view of the foregoing, immediate passage of the bill is earnestly sought. 

ANTO~;r ~~SIV Sen~;l' 

I Data retrieved hom h!w.:L!~,~i,t~!!!~~.Q~~re:>~ s.2!!'l}:?9Q~!9Er!~~!!!i,;.:;f-_.,ity;>·!Q·(!~.9\~ili!):·~i,,-i on 7 &,2013 
2 Data retrieved from ~i:~~~~~_~~\~_~ltlt~'{lj,-:'d!r~~~.ili.J!g.:~!!,' 0[17,,8!20t3 
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AN ACT 
INCREASING MATERINII"fY LEAVI!: BI!:NEITIT:S FROM SIXTY (60) DAYS TO 
ONE HUNDRED TWF.INI1'V (120) DAYS OR FOUR MlOINITHs" AMENDING FOR 
nlE PUJIlPOSE, P.O. 441., AS AMENDIID BY R..A.. nn 

& iiN I/!HIl!IJIfC'UreJ Iffiy UM !HI!lJJUJJ~te (fJJj!!l!.I/!//!JIfte:Jif!!!/fodr{fJUiirrrli;$' <I1oUJJ!! UM SkulJr{fJ!re wI uUIlI/! !P!luiiffu/ppu_$' iiDO 
OJingpl/!ss W;$\Ii!'KK;!Mli!'e#.-

n SECTION I. Alttiird<e rn IO>If Prrai<dk:n1liiilnll Detclree {P.ID.) ~2. a'$ ,1lI!l!ll<elmilloo by LA. 

:2 7322, is' hereby amended to' read as tolfO'ws: 
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4 "ART. 133. Maternity Leave Betlejits. 

S (:JIl) JEW<e1l:Ji' =1JllII<J))<eIl' $iIlwmRft Jll!!!'dllllllt t<O> -J JPilqnaut '!im1l1lll:Jllllll =JIl>ftlO>yere, wilooJ 

t6 Ibm: ~m ilium :JIl1mI1fIf!il\1l<e ~1itt IO>f:Jllt R~t $ll.x (6} IlIlJlOJlIIlIllIll'$ flO>w Ilhe im 

1 awellw (12) rrooum1llln'$" lIIOOkmnKy UedliWIe lO>if :Jilt n~t KWIO> (1) w<erdks uml()W ID Ilhe 

S exn=KOO illaae IO>If rdIeUnwelfY :lIlIl1IdI ~ 1IIf<fOOJJr (<4»] &'OIlIIJR:1flEIEN WEEKS 

".» <JIliIkw OOIr1ll.W OR C'AIESARUu\N J[)1E1LHWIERY. wiittlln funll jpJJlIJ balile'd on her 

IO regular or average weekly wages." 

[1 SEC'. 1. Ain i:Jll~W$" «Ii<tt:rr=" 1O>1!ldIelr. u1UIilre;;; :lIlIl1IdI ~uulkat1tnlOlll$" iIllIlIIlI lOlab!e£ i.'$S1liIllIll0i:$ or 

n 3 JlIIIIIr1lIi tIl11t.'I1OOJt;, iIrll<oo>lI1l$ii.'SJlImt wittlln 1lIlni:!; Actt :JIlre Jmei!dl>J ~oo 10>£ l!lffi<eulIIlIOO OCCIO>Jru:iliingUy. 
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IS SEC.l. Tllnii;s; Act ~ 1IiaiIke effect iliil11brom (IS» illa)$ flO>DnlO>'lwiiJrng; in;;; p1lIIib>lli<C'.aJl!i1O>1ll illilhe 

] «> Officii:mll G:JUJeII:IIJe lOll' iln iIllIUY tm.IOl _W<l~J!$ IOf IlII'lJlIIelr.ml! cUrcuulkat1tllm •. 

Approved, 
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