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1 RESOLUTION 
2 DIRECTING THE PROPER SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 
3 IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE REPORTED INCREASE OF SEXTORTION 
4 CASES IN THE PHILIPPINES 

5 WHEREAS, the Constitution, Article 2, Section 11 provides: "The State values the 

6 dignity of every human person and guarantees full respect for human rights"; 

7 WHEREAS, the Anti-Voyeurism Act of 2009 defines "photo or video voyeurism" 

8 as: 

9 "The aet of taking photo or video coverage of a person or group of persons 

10 performing sexual act or any similar activity or of capturing an image of the 

II private area of a person or persons without the latter's consent. .. " 

12 WHEREAS, the Manila Bulletin on 4 March 2015 reported that the Department of 

13 Justice (DOJ) is alarmed over the growing problem of sextortion in the country 

14 WHEREAS, sextortion is defined as extracting money from a victim, by 

15 threatening to upload the victim's nude photo or vidco of sexual aetivity online if the 

16 vietim does not pay; 

17 WHEREAS, in an advisory opinion, Justice Secretary Leila de Lima reported that 

18 the Philippine National Police-Anti-Cybercrime Group (PNP-ACG) and the Department 

19 of Justice-Office of Cybercrime (DOJ-OOC) received numerous complaints claiming that 

20 they were all victimized by a sextortionist online; 



1 WHEREAS, De Lima allegedly said that the sextortionists allegedly assume fake 

2 identities and often lure victims to per10rm a sexual aet, whieh they take a picture of and 

3 then threaten to circulate the material online unless the victim pays a certain amount of 

4 money; 

5 WHEREAS, last year alone, the PNP reportedly rounded up 58 Filipino 

6 sextortionists in the country after investigators from Interpol, the US Homeland Security 

7 Department, and other law enforcement agencies traced online chats from some of the 

8 victims' computers; 

9 WHEREAS, at present, no law directly defines and penalizcs the act of extortion 

10 through threats of exposure of sexual pictures, videos, audio recordings, and other 

11 documents; 

12 WHEREAS, given the prevalence of sextortion in the country, there is an urgent 

13 need to craft legislation that will directly define and penalize the act; 

14 WHEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE PHILIPPINE SENATE 

15 to direct the proper Senate committee to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the 

16 reported increase of sextortion cases in the Philippines. 
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