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Introduced by Senator Aquilino "Koko" Pimentel III and Sen. Teofisto "TG" Guingona HI 

A RESOLUTION 
FOR MEMBERS 01<' CONGRESS TO SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORATE THE 

QUESTION 011 CALLING A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO PROPOSE 
AMENDMENTS TO OR l~EVISIONS 01<' THE 1987 PHlLlPP.INE CONSTITUTION 

WHEREAS, the Constitution is a written instrument by which the fundamental powers 
of the government are cstahlished. limited, and defined, and by which tbese powers arc 
distrihuted among the several departments or branches for their safe and useful exercises for the 
benefit of the people; 

WHEREAS, the Constitution as the fundamental law of the land must adapt Ie present 
conditions in order for it to truly represent the aspirations of its people; 

WHEREAS, Article XVll. Section I of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that any 
amendment \0, or revision of. the presont charter may be proposed by (1) the Congress, upon a 
vote of three-fourths of all its Members; or (2) a constitutional convention; 

WHEREAS, it is understood tilat an amcndment Ie the Constitution is au isolated or 
piecemeal change thllt docs not affeet the substantive provisions of the Constitntion, while a 
revision of the Constitution involves an examination of the entire Constitntion to determine how 
and Ie what extent it shonld be altered, thus implying suhstantive change. alTccting the 
fundamental principles of the Constitution as a whole; 

WHEREAS, various business organil.ations and research groups have identified 
provisions in the 1987 Philippine Constitution, particularly. economic and political provisions. 
that need to be revised to address expanding global demands, as well as, economic and political 
realities; 

WHEREAS, the radical revision in the constitutional structure is a task bettor given to a 
constitutional convention, whose memhers shall be chosen by the people. rather than to a 
constilutcnt assembly. composed of members of Congress who currently wield political power; 

WHEREAS, the calling of a constitutional convcntion to propose ameudmcnts to or 
revisions of the COllstititution is tile loast divisive and the most transparent, cxhanstivc, and 
democrative way of achieving much-needed constitutional reforms; 

WHEREAS, in Article XVIi, Section 3 ofthc 1987 Philippine Constitution, Congress can 
either directly call a constitutional convention by a vote of two-thirds of all its Members, or 
submit to the electorate the question of culling such u convention hy a majority vote of all its 
Members; 

WHEREAS, to dispel mly douhts that the constitutional reforms arc being sought to 
advance political and economic interests of a chosen few, it would be more prudent, 



participatory, and democratic to submit to the electorate the question of calling such a 
constitutional convention; and 

WHEREAS, to defray the cost of a separate election for delegates to the constitutional 
convention, should the electorate favofnbly decide to call one, the election for delegates shall be 
conducted simultaneously with the May 9, 2016 National and Local Elections; 

NOW THEREI10RI" BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, THAT 
THE MEMBERS 011 CONGRESS SUBMIT TO nm ELECTORATE THE QUESTION 
011 CALLING A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO PROPOSE AMENDMENTS 
TO OR REVISIONS 011 THE 1987 PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION. 

Adopted, 

{)\~\~~ 
A&Ui'I::fNO\KOKO" PIMENTEL III 
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