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RESOLUTION 
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DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 
IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE EARTHQUAKE AND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS IN 

GREATER METRO MANILA IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE SAFETY AND DISASTER 
RESILIENCE OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 10121, otherwise known as the "Philippine Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Act of 2010", provides for the development of a National 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (NDRRM) Framework to guide the development 
of a NDRRM Plan. To this end, there is a need for a comprehensive, all-hazards, multi­
sectoral, inter-agency and community-based approach to disaster risk reduction and 
management; 

WHEREAS, the 2014 World Risk Report of the UN University's Institute for 
Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) ranked the Philippines as second to the 
highest in terms of risk of exposure to natural hazards among 171 countries. Another study 
published by risk analysis firm Verisk Maplecroft in March 2015 ranked the nation's 
capital, Metro Manila, as fourth in terms of risk exposure among 1,300 cities worldwide; 

WHEREAS, the Greater Metro Manila Area (GMMA) is particularly vulnerable to 
earthquakes because of the presence of a Valley Fault System composed of a 10-kilometer 
East Valley Fault in Rizal and a 100-kilometer West Valley Fault that runs through different 
cities and municipalities of Bulacan, Rizal, Metro Manila, Cavite and Laguna; 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Manila Earthquake Impact Reduction Study was 
undertaken in 2004 to develop a master plan and strategies to minimize the impact of an 
earthquake in Metro Manila. According to the MMEIRS findings, a potential rupture of the 
90-kilometer West Valley Fault would lead to heavy or partial damage to 40% of all 
residential buildings, 34,000 deaths, and 114,000 injuries. Fire caused by the earthquake 
would cause an additional 18,000 deaths. Among public buildings, schools will suffer the 
most damage, followed by hospitals and fire stations; 

WHEREAS, the West Valley Fault has moved four times in the past 1,400 years at an 
interval of 400 to 600 years. The last big earthquake took place 357 years ago, in 1658. 
While the exact timing cannot be predicted, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (PHIVOLCS) recently issued statements warning against the possibility of 
another earthquake should the West Valley Fault move; 

WHEREAS, reports regarding the devastating effects of the 7.8 and 7.3 magnitude 
earthquakes that recently struck Nepal. highlight the urgency for the Philippines to assess 
its own readiness to face earthquakes and other major disasters. More than 7,000 persons 



died and at least 14,000 others were injured as a result of the Nepal earthquakes, according 
to the country's National Emergency Operation Centre. The research consultancy, IHS, 
estimated the cost of reconstruction at US$6 Billion, equivalent to 30% of Nepal's annual 
economic output; 

WHEREAS, a significant factor in ensuring earthquake safety is ensuring the ability 
of houses, buildings and all public infrastructure to withstand earthquakes even with 
magnitudes of 8 to 10. There is a need to audit the safety of existing and future construction 
projects to ensure their strict adherence to relevant and appropriate regulations, standards 
and guidelines, including those provided by the National Building Code, and the safety of 
their locations in accordance with the FVS Atlas recently published by PHIVOLCS; 

WHEREAS, another important factor in earthquake and disaster preparedness is 
promoting public awareness regarding disaster risks and involving all citizens and 
communities in disaster risk reduction and preparedness efforts. Realizing the 
vulnerabilities of the country to natural disasters, the government should prioritize the 
institutionalization of systems, plans, programs and approaches at both the national and 
local levels to build the disaster resilience of local communities, especially in vulnerable 
areas in the GMMA; 

WHEREAS, there is a need to assess and strengthen the capacities and preparedness 
of the concerned national government agencies, local government units, and partner 
stakeholders to mitigate and prepare for, respond to, and recover from the impact of a 
massive earthquake. The government, together with the private sector and non­
government organizations, should be able to build the safety and disaster resilience of local 
communities, especially in the most vulnerable areas; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved to direct the 
appropriate Senate committees to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the 
earthquake and disaster preparedness in Greater Metro Manila in order to ensure the 
safety and disaster resilience oflocal communities. 

Adopted, 
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