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Introduced by Senator Manuel "Lito" M, Lapid

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATIONAL RESOURCES, 
WAYS AND MEANS, AND OTHER APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO 
CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE CUTTING OF AT LEAST 
982 TREES IN TOLEDO CITY, CEBU WITHOUT THE NECESSARY PERMITS FROM 
RELEVANT GOVERNMENT AGENQES

WHEREAS, Article 2, Section 16 of the Constitution affirms that T he State shall protect 
and advance the right of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the 
rhythm and harmony of nature";

WHEREAS, news reports reveal that at least 982 trees in Barangay Talavera in Toledo 
City, Cebu were illegally cut to make way for a solar power project

WHEREAS, according to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources in 
Central Visayas (DENR-7), the developer of the solar power project failed to show any tree­
cutting permit to the agency's Enforcement Division and other environmental officers when 
they visited the area;

WHEREAS, the DENR-7 said that the operations of the solar power project to cut down 
trees started in September and the total volume of trees cut was approximatdy 928,560 cubic 
meters with a market value of Phpl83 million;

WHEREAS, there is a need to investigate this mailer in order to institute further 
legislative measures that will effectively implement the relevant environmental laws and to 
institute further policies to balance the interest of development and environmental 
conservation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE FT RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved to direct the appropriate 

committees in the Senate to conduct an inquiry, in Aid of Legislation, on the cutting of at least 
982 trees in Toledo City, Cebu without the necessary permits from relevant government 

agencies

Adopted,

MAtWEL TJTO " M. LAPIDr










