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Introduced by Senator M aria Lourdes Nancy S. Binay

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING TH E PRO PER SENATE CO M M ITTEES TO  INVESTIGATE, IN AID 

O F LEGISLATION, TH E REPORTED ILLEG A L DRUG TRADE IN ILO ILO  IN 
LIG H T OF TH E ATTEM PTED BREAK-IN BV ARMED M EN O F AKSYON RADYO

STATION IN  ILO ILO  CITY

W HEREAS, it is the policy o f the State to safeguard the integrity o f its territory and the well
being o f  its citizenry particularly the youth, from the harmful effects o f dangerous drugs on 
their physical and mental well-being, and to defend the same against acts or omissions 
detrimental to their development and preservation1;

W HEREAS, it was reported that Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA)-Westcm 
Visayas regional director, Paul Ledesma (Ledesma), has identified the Odicta and the 
Prevendido groups as the two major and organized illegal drug groups operating in the province 
o f  Iloilo2;

W HEREAS, according to news reports, on November 19, 2015 at 12:50 in the morning, a 
group o f around 20 armed men attempted to break into the Aksyon Radyo station in Iloilo City. 
The incident was recorded on closed circuit television (CCTV)3;

W HEREAS, PDEA Regional Director Ledesma identified Melvin “Boyet” Odicta, alleged 
leader o f the Odicta drug group, as one o f  the armed men in the CCTV footage who attempted 
to break into the Aksyon Radyo station4;

W IE R E A S , Iloilo City Councilor Plaridel Nava and PDEA Regional Director Ledesma also 
identified Jesus “Jingjing” Espinosa, a councilor of Barangay Monica, City Proper, as one of 
the group5;

W HEREAS, it was reported that Aksyon Radyo station manager John Paul Tia said that the 
men might have been affected by the station’s commentaries. Before the incident, broadcaster

'Section 1, Republic Act No. 9163 or the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002.
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