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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 

IN  AID OFLEGISIA TION, ON THE ALLEGED SUDDEN UNINTENDED 
ACCELERATION OF MITSUBISHI MONTERO SPORT VEHICLES IN ORDER TO 

PROTECT THE CONSUMERS A GAINST POSSIBLE HAZARDS 
TO THEIR HEALTH AND SAFETY

W h ereas, It Is a declared policy o f the  State to p ro tect the In terests o f the 
consumer, prom ote the consum er's general w elfare and to  establish standards of 
conduct for business and Industry. Republic Act No. 7394, o therw ise known as "The 
Consumer Act o f the  Philippines," em pow ered concerned departm ents to  "order the 
recall, prohibition o r  seizure from public sale o r  d istribution o f consum er products 
found to be Injurious, unsafe o r  dangerous;"

W hereas, the State shall Im plem ent m easures to  provide protection against 
hazards to health and safety. Under R.A. No. 7394, the D epartm ent o f Trade and 
Industry (DTI) and o ther concerned departm ents are  m andated "to Investigate the 
causes o f and m aintain a record o f product-related deaths, illnesses and injuries for 
use in researches o r studies on the  prevention o f such product-related deaths, 
illnesses and Injuries." It fu rther m andates concerned departm ents to  conduct 
investigations in response to consum er com plaints In o rder to  provide for the 
consum er an  avenue to  seek  redress for h is /h e r grievances;

W h ereas, a num ber o f consum er com plaints have been raised since 2010 
regarding accidents allegedly involving a sudden unintended acceleration (SUA) of 
Mitsubishi M ontero Sport vehicles. While only th ree  (3) cases have been know n to 
be officially filed w ith DTI, a blog site, monteroaccidents.b!ogspotcom, docum ented 
th irty  (30) SUA-rclatcd com plaints from M ontero Sport vehicle ow ners/d rivers as  o f 
2011. In a  congressional hearing last May 2015, the  Mitsubishi M otors Philippines 
Corporation (MMPC) attested  th a t It had already received ninety seven (97) SUA- 
related com plaints regarding the said vehicle;

W hereas, based on the  1998 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) international study, SUA is defined as an  unintended, unexpected, high- 
pow er acceleration from a  stationary  position o r  a very low initial speed 
accompanied by an apparen t loss of braking effectiveness.1 A m ore recent 
NHTSA/NASA rep o rt In 2011 defines "unintended acceleration" as "the occurrence 
of any  degree of acceleration th a t the d river did no t purposely cause to  occur." It is 
intended to be a  b ro ad er te rm  th a t encom passes "sudden acceleration incidents” as 
well as incidents w here brakes are  partially  o r fully effective, including occurrences 
such as  pedal en trapm ent by  floor m ats a t full th ro ttle  and high speeds and 
Incidents o f lesser thro ttle  openings a t  various speeds. Despite this m ore general 
definition, NHTSA claims in th e ir la test rep o rt th a t "No m echanism has been 
identified th a t could cause the thro ttle  to open because of brake application and any
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