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AN ACT DECLARING THE MONTH OF APRIL OF EVERY YEAR AS “CHILDHOOD 
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Every child has the right to live in a community and a society that can offer him an 
environment conducive to the promotion of his health1. Thus, the State shall ensure that every 
child has access to the best health care possible and to information essential to their health 
and well-being.

In the Philippines, about 3,500 Filipino children will develop cancer each year. This is 
equivalent to almost 10 children who vrill be diagnosed with cancer each day. However, only 
1/3 will be diagnosed and treated in medical facilities. 2/3 of children with cancer are in the 
advanced stages at the time of diagnosis and abandonment of treatment is high at 80%. The 
survival rate is only about 10% to 20%, although multi disciplinary management is available 
and could potentially cure 80% of cases. This is because childhood cancer in the Philippines 
is not detected early enough for cure to be possible.2

Public awareness is a useful tool for early diagnosis and effective treatment of childhood 
cancer. According Dr. Julius Lecciones o f (he Philippine Children’s Medical Center 
(PCMC), the implementation of PCMC’s My Child Matters program, which aims to create 
public awareness about the curability of childhood cancer and implement community 
mobilization campaigns, has resulted in the reduction of late diagnosis to 30%, decrease in 
treatment abandonment rate to 10%, and increase in survival rate to 78%.3

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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