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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE NATIONAL PREVENTIVE MECHANISM 

IN THE PHILIPPINES, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

United Nations treaty bodies, such as the United Nations 
Convention Against Torture and Other Cnicl, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT)1, oblige each State to take operative 
and proactive measures to prevent torture and other cniel, inhuman, or 
degrading punishment or treatment of persons deprived of liberty.

The Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture 
(OPCAT)2, introducing a system of regular visits to places of detention 
by international and domestic experts, was established as an additional 
preventive instalment to ensure that State actors adhere to their 
covenants under the UNCAT. The rationale for the addition of the 
OPCAT is based on the experience of many State parties that torture and 
ill-treatment of persons deprived of liberty often occur in isolated and 
secret places of detention, where those guilty of acts against human 
dignity feel assured that they arc beyond the reach of monitoring and 
accountability by State authorities3.

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
adopted by Resolution 39/46 of the UN General Assembly on December 10, 1984, entry into 
force June 26, 1987.

2 Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 18, 2002, UN 
Doc. A/RES/57/199, entry into force June 22,2006.

3Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, UN Doc. A/61/259 (August 14,2006).












































