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AN ACT
DEFINING AND PENALIZING THE CRIME OF CRIMINAL NEGLECT OF A 

VULNERABLE ELDERLY PERSON OR A PERSON WITH DISABILITY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 11 provides that:

Tlie State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights.

In addition, Article 15, Section 4 provides that:

Tlie family has the duty to care for its elderly members but the state 
may also do so through just programs of social security.

The Penal Code is replete with provisions penalizing abandonment of children and 

other persons in danger. Articles 275 to 378 of the Penal Code punish various forms of 

abandonment or neglect. However, there is no punishment for abandoning or neglecting 

elderly people and people with disability.

While Republic Act No. 9994, also known as the Expanded Senior Citizens Act of 

2010, and Republic Act No. 7277, also known as the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons, 

were enacted to “recognize the rights of senior citizens”1 and to “give full support to the 

improvement of the total well-being of disabled persons”2, respectively, both laws failed 

to address eases of neglect of the elderly and persons with disabilities.

Our country is known for caring for our ciders and our family members who have 

disabilities. However, there arc still reported eases of neglect and abandonment of

1 Republic Act No. 9994, Section I (a).
2 Republic Act No. 7277, Section 2 (a).












