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AN ACT
PROHIBITING CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF SEVEN FROM RIDING AS A 
PASSENGER IN THE FRONT SEAT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE EXCEPT UNDER

LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to the Air Bag Safety Campaign of the United States, some eight 

children are killed and 932 injured every day in motor vehicle-related crashes. Experts 

agree children are safest when buckled up and in . the back seat. The United States 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration likewise estimates that children are up 

to 29 percent safer when riding in the rear seat regardless of whether the vehicle is 

equipped with a passenger side air bag. Therefore, placing children in the back seat 

provides greater protection for head on collisions, the most serious type of crash, by

getting children farther away from the point of impact.
(

At present, the Philippines does not have any law regarding motor vehicle safety 

for children. Admittedly, motor vehicle safety laws of the United States will not find easy 

or intuitive application in the Philippines because of the differences in the means and 

culture of transportation; however, it is believed that child passenger safety can at least be 

improved to by requiring young children below the age of seven to sit in the rear seat of 

motor vehicles.

This bill proposes that children be allowed to ride in the front seat of a motor 

vehicles only if: 1) there are no rear seats; 2) a child safety seat or booster seat cannot be










