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AN ACT
REGULATING THE NOISE EMISSION OF MOTORCYCLES 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The United States' National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health warns 

that exposure to noise at 100 decibels is safe for only 15 minutes. The federal agency 

cautions that permanent hearing loss can result from eight hours of exposure to any noise 

measuring 85 decibels or above. In a test of 33 motorcycles, audiologists at Florida's 

College of Public Health and Health Professions determined that nearly half produced 

sounds above 100 decibels when throttled up. That is equal to a chainsaw or loud music.

In addition to the obvious unwanted effect of hearing loss, noise can cause other 

health issues as well. It increases blood pressure, has negative cardiovascular effects such 

as changing the way the heart beats, increases breathing rate, disturbs digestion, can 

cause an upset stomach or ulcer, can negatively impact a developing fetus, perhaps 

contributing to premature birth, and makes it difficult to sleep, even after the noise stops. 

These are preventable health risks which this legislation seeks to address.1
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