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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
DEFINING AND PENALIZING THE CRIMINAL INVASION OF PERSONAL

PRIVACY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 11, provides:

The State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights.

Further, the Civil Code, Article 26, provides:

Every person shall respect the dignity, personality, privacy and 
peace of mind of his neighbors and other persons.

Privacy covers many things. It encompasses our right to self-determination and to 

define who we are. Although we live in a world of noisy self-confession, privacy allows 

us to keep certain facts to ourselves if we so choose. The right to privacy, it seems, is 

what makes us civilized. Privacy is a fundamental right. As such, it must be viewed 

differently than any ordinary economic good.

Criminal invasion of privacy immediately calls to mind the activity of snoopers 

and blackmailers who collect information about the personal lives of people for the 

purpose of extortion. This Bill is designed to make an ‘invasion of privacy’ a wrongful 

act and enables a person whose privacy has been invaded to sue the wrongdoer.1

MIRIAM DEmNSOR SANT) \GO

1 This bill was originally filed during the Fourteenth Congress, Second Regular Session.
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