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I AN ACT
REQUIRING CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL IN THE RECLASSIFICATION AND 

DISPOSITION OF REAL PROPERTIES OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to reaffirm the legal principle that Congress is the constitutionally 

delegated repository o f legislative power and that this power cannot be exercised by any 

other department or branch of the Government without a categorical empowerment to 

that effect, which must be circumscribed in its exercise by the reasonably clear standards 

set by Congress for the guidance of its deputy -  under the Latin maxim that now reads 

“Delegata potestas non potest delegari.”

It should not require the force o f logic to posit that real properties, situated here or 

abroad, owned by the Government, the market value of which is at least Fifty Million 

Pesos (P50,000,000.00) cannot be reclassified or disposed without the consent o f the 

Government, more specifically Congress, which is the country’s policy making body. 

Such consent may be given on a case-to-case basis, if  there is no law embodying a 

general policy on the subject.

Our statute books do not reveal any law governing the reclassification and 

disposition o f government-owned properties which fact leaves the question o f their 

disposition to general principles o f law such as the nature o f State properties in Roman 

and Common Law, the absence o f course o f a national policy has opened the door to the 

assertion o f conflicting prerogatives based on legal fiction such as the power lodged in










