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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
REGULATING THE HANDLING AND DISPOSAL 

OF POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15 provides:

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls or PCBs belong to a broad family of man-made organic 

chemicals known as chlorinated hydrocarbons. They have a range of toxicity and vary in 

consistency from tliin, light-colored liquids to yellow or black waxy solids. Due to their 

non-flammability, chemical stability, high boiling point, and electrical insulating 

properties, PCBs were used in hundreds of industrial and commercial applications 

including electrical, heat transfer, and hydraulic equipment; as plasticizers in paints, 

plastics, and rubber products; in pigments, dyes, and carbonless copy paper; and many 

other industrial applications.1

PCBs have been demonstrated to cause a variety of adverse health effects. PCBs 

have been shown to cause cancer in animals. PCBs have also been shown to cause a 

number of serious non-cancer health effects in animals, including effects on the immune 

system, reproductive system, nervous system, endocrine system and other health effects. 

Studies in humans provide supportive evidence for potential carcinogenic and non- 

carcinogenic effects of PCBs. The different health effects of PCBs may be interrelated, as

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency http://www.cnn.pov/waste/hazard/'tsd/ncbs/nubs/ahout.htm

I

http://www.cnn.pov/waste/hazard/'tsd/ncbs/nubs/ahout.htm









