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AN ACT
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO DEVELOP A SAFETY 

INTERNET EDUCATION PROGRAM AND INCLUDE THIS IN THE 
CURRICULUM OF ALL ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 13 states:

The State recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building 
and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, 
and social well-being. It shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and 
nationalism, and encourage their involvement in public and civic affairs.

It is acknowledged that the Internet, mobile phone, and other new digital 

technology arc invaluable tools, critical to the ability of a nation to compete in a global 

economy; however, the easy, immediately accessible digital connections between 

individuals have also created safety problems for vulnerable sectors.

Internet users have grown exponentially in the past years; a large part of these 

users are minors. Statistics on American internet users showed that about 93 percent of 

youth ages 12 through 17 years arc online and nearly 45 percent of children ages 3 to 11 

years will use the Internet on a monthly basis in 2009. Eighty-nine percent of youth 13 

through 19 years of age have a profile on social-networking sites. Meanwhile, US studies 

on the use of mobile phones show that eighty percent of teens 13 through 17 years of age 

use cell phones, most of which have built-in cameras.

The Philippines has high internet penetration. In a joint study conducted by 

Nielsen Company Philippines and Yahoo! in 2008. it was found that Filipinos between 10












