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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
PUNISIIING THE PILFERAGE OR THEFT OF ANY MATERIAL, 

MANUFACTURED, PRODUCED, OWNED OR BELONGING TO INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY ENTERPRISES LOCATED IN SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES 

PRODUCT. MERCHANDISE, ARTICLE, EQUIPMENT OR BY-PRODUCT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Tlic Information Technology (IT) industry in our country has been a breath of 

fresh air in so far as our economy is concerned. Not only has the IT industry placed the 

Philippines in the world map as one of the largest manufacturers of integrated, circuit 

chips and other similar semiconductor products, but more importantly it has infused 

much needed capital into our ailing economy.

These IT companies have given direct employment to thousands of our 

countrymen and have also spurred employment opportunities to other related industries. 

As such, the business being generated by their presence within the Special Economic 

Zones (SEZs) of our country could not be measured solely by the number of people it has 

employed. Unfortunately, individuals and/or syndicates have managed to dip their dirty 

hands into the IT industry's basket. TheR and pilferage of this industry's products have 

been on the increase due to two main reasons; the relative ease in carrying away these 

products because of their miniature volume plus the fact that these products are worth 

more than their weight in gold. TheR decreases our competitiveness in the global arena, 

and consequently, we might lose these investments to other countries. There is a 

necessity to increase the penalties provided by the Penal Code which presently pertains to 

theR, whether simple or qualified. This bill seeks to assure IT industries that we are very










