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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL POLLING PLACE FOR PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITY AND THE ELDERLY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A “polling place” as defined in the Omnibus Election Code, Section 152, is the 

building or place where the Board of Election Inspectors conducts its proceedings and 

where the voters cast their votes. It also provides that “each polling place shall be, as far 

as practicable, a ground floor and shall be of sufficient size to admit and comfortably 

accommodate forty voters at one time...”
I

In line with this, the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons (Republic Act. No. 7277) 

Section 29 also provides that “polling places should be made accessible to disabled 

persons during national and local elections.” However, despite these provisions, the 

accessibility of the polling place especially for those registered voters who have physical 

or sensory limitations, has been found to be wanting.

Thus, the proposed bill seeks to provide for a special polling place for persons 

with disability and the elderly.* 1

• 1 This bill was originally filed during the Thirteenth Congress, First Regular Session and refiled during the 
Fourteenth Congress, First Regular Session.
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