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AN ACT
PROMOTING AND ENCOURAGING THE VALUABLE PUBLIC SERVICE, 

DISASTER RELIEF, AND EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS PROVIDED ON A 
VOLUNTEER BASIS BY AMATEUR RADIO LICENSEES OF THE NATIONAL 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Amateur radio operators provide a valuable public service to their communities in 

the area of national disaster communications. Emergency and disaster relief 

communications services by volunteer radio operators have been provided before, during, 

and after floods, fires, earthquakes, typhoons, and other disasters. Amateur radio, at no 

cost to taxpayers, provides a fertile ground for technical self-training in modem 

telecommunications, electronic technology, and emergency communications techniques 

and protocols.

There is a strong government interest in the effective performance of amateur 

radio, and that performance must be given support at all levels of government and given 

protection against unreasonable regulation and impediments to the provision of these 

valuable communications.1

1 This bill was originally filed during the FIHeenth Congress, Second Regular Session.
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