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AN ACT
DEFINING THE CRIME OF ROBBERY OF TRAIN IMPLEMENTS, 
CLASSIFYING THE ACT AS HEINOUS CRIME AND IMPOSING

PENALTY THEREOF

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On April 29, 2015, three coaches of Philippine National Railways 
(PNR) Train 1507 traversing the track from Manila to Alabang were 
derailed. According to news reports, 80 out of 500 passengers sustained 
minor injuries, some suffered bruises, and others suffered trauma.1

As a result, PNR requested the assistance of TOV Rheinland (TOV) 
of Germany, a global provider of technical, safety, and certification 
services, to examine and finally determine the cause of the derailment. 
Based on investigation and numerous inspections of the derailment site, 
track structure, and coach cars, the most probable cause of the 
derailment was the missing or stolen track components, i.e. angle bars, 
and other rail fastenings. 2

In view of the serious danger and risk to the lives of the riding 
public, this representation is compelled to file a bill defining the crime of 
robbery involving railway implements and imposing penalty for its 
violation.

In view of the foregoing, passage of this bill is earnestly sought.

JOSEPH VICTOR EJERCITO

1 http:flnewsinfoJnquirerjiet/688461/80-{nJured-as-pnMrain-derails-in-tagulg-cltyfiixzi3ebVyKzp2
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