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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANALYSIS OF THE INCIDENCE AND EFFECTS OF 

SEXUAL ABUSE IN DETENTION AND TO PROVIDE INFORMATION. 
RESOURCES, RECOMMENDATIONS. FUNDING. AND PUNISHMENT TO 

PROTECT INDIVIDUALS FROM SEXUAL ABUSE IN DETENTION

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 11, provides that:

The Stale values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights.

Men and women are raped and sexually brutalized in prisons throughout the 

country. Once subjected to sexual abuse, through violence or intimidation, a prisoner is 

easily trapped into a sexually subordinate role. Prisoners refer to the initial rape as 

"turning out" the victim, and the suggestion of transformation is telling. Through the act 

of rape, the victim is redefined as an object of sexual abuse. A prisoner has been proven 

weak and vulnerable in the eyes of other inmates.

Prisoners who are unable to escape a situation of sexual abuse may find 

themselves becoming another inmate's "property." Victims of sexual abuse, in the most 

extreme cases, are literally the slaves of the perpetrators. Forced to satisfy another 

person's sexual appetites whenever demanded of the victim, the victim may also be 

responsible for washing clothes, giving massages, cooking food, cleaning cells, and other 

chores. Tlie victims are frequently "rented out" for sex, sold, or even auctioned off to 

other inmates, replicating the financial aspects of traditional slavery.






















































