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AN ACT
BANNING PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES FROM SMOKING 
WITHIN THE WORK PREMISES DURING OFFICIAL WORK HOURS 

AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Civil Service Commission, the central personnel agency of the government, 

has launched several programs, which include the imposition of smoking ban for public 

servants, to ensure honesty, integrity and dedication of the government workers as well as 

to promote efficiency in the delivery of public service.

It had been previously noted that workers who smoke arc proven to be seven 

percent (7%) less productive because of the time they spend on their self-imposed 

cigarette breaks. For this reason, the Civil Service Commission reminded all smoking 

public servants of the existence of Memorandum Circular No. 30, Series of 1991 and 

issued a stern warning to those who would violate the same. Under the said 

Memorandum Circular, the first violation would lead to reprimand, while suspension 

could be given for the second and dismissal for the third. This Circular however, appears 

to have been ignored by smoking public servants either because agencies of the 

government did not cooperate in implementing the smoking ban or the Civil Service 

Commission itself is not loo serious in implementing this policy.

In order to put more teeth to this government policy, this bill seeks to ban public 

olllcers and employees from smoking within the premises during office hours. Once 

approved, any person found guilty of violating the provision of this Act shall suffer the








