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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A STATUTE OF REPOSE FOR DURABLE GOODS USED IN A

TRADE OR BUSINESS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Through ingenuity of design and quality of craftsmanship, manufacturers produce 

a range of workplace goods, whose useful life exceeds 12 years. Many of these goods 

have been in service for deeades. This bill seekŝ  to address a fundamental problem for 

manufacturers, the long tail of liability that extends for creating long-lasting quality good 

by establishing a statute of repose for durable goods used in a trade or business.

Black's Law Dictionary defines a statute of repose as a statute barring any suit that 

is brought after a specified time since the defendant acted. In this case, 12 years after the 

product was delivered to its first purchaser, even if this period ends before the plaintiff 

has suffered a resulting injury. This differs from a statute of limitations, which is a statute 

establishing a lime, limit for suing in a civil case based on the date when the claim 

accrued.* 1
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1 This bill was originally filed in Ihc Fiftccnlh Congress, First Regular Session.
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