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AN ACT
PROTECTING DOLPHINS BY INFORMING CONSUMERS OF THE ORIGIN OF

TUNA PRODUCTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Dolphins refer to any of several chiefly marine, cetacean mammals of the family 

Delphinidae which have flshlike body, numerous teeth, and the front of the head 

elongated into a beaklike projection. Some dolphin species face an uncertain future from 

accidental fishing, pollution or accidental contact with fishing vessels.

Various fishing methods, most particularly purse seine fishing for tuna and the use 

of drift and gill nets, unintentionally kill a large number of dolphins. In some parts of the 

world, such as Taiji in Japan, dolphins are traditionally considered as food. However, 

Tetsuya Endo, a professor at the Health Sciences University of Hokkaido found that 

dolphin meat is high in mercury. Professor Endo, one of the world's foremost authorities 

on mercury levels in dolphins and whales caught off Japan's coastal waters, has 

discovered that those who eat the meat sold in local stores have extremely high mercury 

concentrations in their bodies.* 1

The “dolphin safe” seal has been adopted by tuna companies to assure the public 

that they do not contribute to the decimation of dolphins.

1 h»P://www,iapanlimcs.co.iD/news/2009/09/23/news/mcrcurv-danger-in-dolphin-mcat/
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