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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A WELFARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO 

FAMILIES LEFT BEHIND BY OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKERS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 15, Section 1, provides:.

The State recognizes the Filipino family as the foundation of the 
nation. Accordingly, it shall strengtlien its solidarity and actively promote 
its total development.

Statistics from the Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA) show 

that 1.8 million Filipinos are leaving the country annually to work abroad. Data from the 

Bangko Scntral ng Pilipinas show that in 2014 the total remittances of Overseas Filipino 

Workers (OFWs) amounted to US$26.92 billion (PI.20 trillion).

Despite the economic benefits brought by overseas employment, there are 

attendant costs in terms of family displacement. Reports from cases handled by the 

Philippine Overseas Employment Administration, Overseas Workers Welfare 

Administration (OWWA) and non-government organizations link social problems, such 

as broken marriages, drug addiction, sexual immorality, crime, suicide or psychological 

breakdowns to the long separations between spouses and children.

This bill seeks to protect and strengthen the Filipino family by establishing OFW 

Family Centers that shall provide welfare assistance and counseling services to the










