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AN ACT
REQUIRING HEALTH PLANS TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR A MINIMUM 

HOSPITAL STAY FOR MASTECTOMIES. LUMPECTOMIES. AND LYMPH NODE 
DISSECTION FOR THE TREATMENT OF BREAST CANCER AND COVERAGE

FOR SECONDARY CONSULTATIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2. Section 15. provides:

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them.

Every woman dreads the thought of being diagnosed with breast cancer. 

According to the National Cancer Institute of the National Institutes of Health of the 

United States, more than half a million women worldwide are diagnosed annually with 

breast cancer. Even though breast cancer is more common in older women, it also occurs 

in younger women and even in a small number of men.

Breast cancer is the second leading type of cancer for both sexes in the 

Philippines. In fact, it ranks first among women and the country has the highest incidence 

of breast cancer in Asia. In 1998, it was estimated that 9,325 new cases were diagnosed 

and 3,057 women died of breast cancer. There is no known primary prevention method 

against breast cancer. This means that there is no efficient method to prevent breast 

cancer from developing. There are, however, effective secondary prevention methods or 

ways to detect or screen for breast cancer at an early stage. Detection at an early stage 

should be followed by early treatment, which eventually results to decreased mortality














