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AN ACT
REGULATING THE DECIBEL EMISSION OF TOYS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Sustained sounds exceeding 100 decibels (dB) can cause permanent hearing 

damage in humans. In a testing performed by the Sight and Wearing Association and 

researchers at the University of Minnesota, seven of fourteen loud toys tested topped 100 

dB. A child’s mini electric guitar produced noises over 117 dB, louder than a typical 

chainsaw. This level of sound is unacceptable for children’s toys.

In addition to the obvious unwanted effect of hearing loss, noise can cause other 

health issues as well. It increases blood pressure, has negative cardiovascular effects such 

as changing the way the heart beats, increases breathing rate, disturbs digestion, can 

cause an upset stomach or ulcer, can negatively impact a developing fetus, perhaps 

contributing to premature birth, and makes it difficult to sleep, even aRer the noise stops. 

These are preventable health risks which this legislation seeks to address.1
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This bill was originally filed during the Fourteenth Congress, Second Regular Session.
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