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AN ACT
MODERNIZING THE CRIME INVESTIGATION TECHNIQUES 

OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 5, provides:

The maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty 
and property, and the promotion of the general welfare are essential for the 
enjoyment by all the people of the blessings of democracy.

Crime investigation is essential in the administration of Justice. The conviction or 

acquittal of an accused will depend on the quality of investigative work conducted by our 

law enforcement personnel. The problem is that some of the techniques employed by the 

PNP in crime investigation are outdated. These procedures have long been replaced by 

tlieir counterparts in first world countries.

An example is paraffin testing to determine if a person in interest has handled a 

gun in connection with the investigation of a possible crime. This is largely considered 

unreliable in countries with advanced crime investigation techniques. When a firearm is 

discharged, an assortment of vapors and particulate material are expelled in the area 

around the firearm. These products of firearm discharge are collectively referred to as 

gunshot residues. Gunshot residues have been used in criminalistics to estimate firing 

distances, identify bullet holes, and to determine whether or not a person has discharged a 

firearm. Studies in the United States have shown, however, that it is not essential for a














