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PROBABLE CARCINOGENS
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15, provides:

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them.

Cancer is brought about by changes (mutations) in a cell's DNA -  its genetic 

“blueprint”. Part of these changes may have been inherited from our parents, while others 

may be caused by outside exposures, which are often referred to as environmental 

factors. These factors may include a wide range of exposures, such as lifestyle factors, 

naturally occurring exposures, medical treatments, workplace and household exposures, 

and pollution.

Substances and exposures that can lead to cancer are referred to as carcinogens. 

Carcinogens do not cause cancer 100% of the time. Substances considered as carcinogens 

may have different levels of cancer-causing potential. Some may cause cancer only after 

prolonged, high levels of exposure. For any particular person, the risk of developing 

cancer depends on many factors, including how tliey are exposed to a carcinogen, the 

length and intensity of the exposure, and the person's genetic makeup.








