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AN ACT
DIRECTING THE ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF CUSTODIAL 

INTERROGATIONS TO PREVENT THE USE OF FALSE CONFESSIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

False confessions have led to the conviction of many innocent persons. Research 

done by the Innocence Project, an organization based in the Benjamin N. Cardozo School 

of Law at Yeshiva University in New York revealed that 25 percent of the over 220 

wrongful convictions overturned by DNA evidence in the United States have involved 

some form of a false confession. Researchers who studied this phenomenon have 

determined that the following factors contribute to or cause false confessions:

• Real or perceived intimidation of the suspect by law enforcement;

• Use of force by law enforcement during the interrogation, or perceived threat 

of force;

• Compromised reasoning ability of the suspect, due to exhaustion, stress, 

hunger, substance use, and, in some cases, mental limitations, or limited 

education;

• Devious interrogation techniques, such as untrue statements about the presence 

of incriminating evidence; and

• Fear, on the part of the suspect, that failure to confess will yield a harsher 

punishment.














