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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A PREGNANCY SUPPORT SERVICES OFFICE UNDER THE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

' EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 12, provides:

The State recognizes the sanctity of family life and shall protect and 
strengthen the family as a basic autonomous social institution. It shall 
equally protect the life of the mother and the life of the unborn from 
conception...

The World Health Organization recently released a scientific-based evidenced 

report entitled “Meeting Women’s Contraceptive Needs in the Philippines,”1 Among the 

key points stated by the report are as follows:

• Without contraceptive use in the Philippines, there would be 1.3 million 

more unplanned births, 0.9 million more induced abortions and 3,500 more 

maternal deaths each year.

• More than half of all pregnancies in the Philippines arc unintended, with 

the highest proportions in the Cordillera Administrative Region, Central 

and Eastern Visayas, and Caraga.

• Three in 10 Filipino women at risk for unintended pregnancy do not 

practice contraception. These women account for nearly seven in 10 

unintended pregnancies.

https://www.guamacher.org/pubs/2009/04/15/ID_MWCNP.pdf
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