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AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH TO MAKE GRANTS TO 

PROMOTE PROFESSIONAL RETROFIT INSTALLATION OF FIRE ALARM 
DETECTION SYSTEMS AND OTHER FIRE DETECTION AND PREVENTION 

TECHNOLOGIES IN LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Fire is one of our country's major challenges. The Bureau of Fire Protection has 

recorded a total of 8,823 fire incidents nationwide in 2006 that led to 271 fatalities, 596 

injuries, and an estimated P3.2 billion worth of damage to properties.1 Not only do these 

fires destroy properties, more importantly, they destroy lives. No one is more vulnerable 

to fire related injuries and deaths than people who cannot care for themselves. Under the 

principle of parens patriae, the State has the responsibility to protect the people who 

cannot protect themselves. Institutions providing long term care services such as nursing 

homes, hospice facilities, assisted living facilities, residential care program facilities, and 

board and care facilities find themselves in a constant dilemma of having to choose 

between allocating their resources on safety facilities and addressing the needs of their 

clients directly. As most of these institutions cater to our less fortunate countrymen, they 

are often forced to make the decision of having to take only one of these options.

A state grant covering the retrofit of these establishments to provide them with the 

latest fire safety technology will go a long way towards protecting both the institutions 

and their clients. This bill seeks to mandate the Secretary of Health to extend grants to

1 “Fire Prevention Saves Lives and Property.** Business Mirror. 22 February 2007.








