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AN ACT
INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT ADDITIVES IN PET FOOD

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The pet food one purchases is composed of many extra ingredients, or additives, 

as well as the basic nutritional components needed to sustain our pets. Additives perform 

many functions ranging from preserving the freshness and nutritional value of the food to 

improving its taste, appearance and smell. You will find it essential to investigate the 

formulation of your pet food if your ferret develops allergies, skin problems, 

gastrointestinal problems or chronic flea infestations. Some experts suspect that these can 

be associated with food additives or with nutritional deficiencies.

Propylene glycol is normally used as a de-icing fluid for airplanes. It is put into pet 

foods to maintain moisture and texture. It is added to prevent bacterial growth but also 

inhibits the growth of friendly bacteria within the intestines. Propylene glycol decreases 

the amount of moisture in the digestive tract leading to constipation and cancer.

Ethoxyquin was originally designed as a rubber stabilizer and herbicide but before 

its approval, it was considered a poison. At the outset, it was to be used as a grain 

preservative in feed for animals not expected to live for more than two years before they 

are slaughtered. It has been reported to cause liver cancer in dogs and malformations or 

even death in newborn puppies. BHT and BHA have been very poorly tested. It is 

reported to cause liver damage, metabolic stress, fetal abnormalities and scrum 

cholesterol increases. It is added to preserve already rancid fats in the food. Fats in this








