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AN ACT
COMMISSIONING A RESEARCH ON CLIMATE CHANGE DRINKING WATER

ADAPTATION

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The consensus among climate scientists is overwhelming that climate change is 

occurring more rapidly than can be attributed to natural causes and that significant impact 

to the water supply are already occurring, Among the first and most critical of those 

impacts will be change to patterns of precipitation around the world, which will affect 

water availability. Drinking water utilities throughout the United States, as well as those 

in Europe, Australia and Asia, are concerned that extended changes in precipitation will 

lead to extended droughts. Supplying water is highly energy-intensive and will become 

more so as climate change forces more utilities to turn to alternative supplies.

Since 2003, the drinking water industry of the United States has sponsored.

through a non-profit water research foundation, various studies to assess the impacts of
1

climate change on drinking water supplies, Those studies demonstrate the need for a 

comprehensive program of research into the full range of impacts on drinking water 

utilities, including impacts on water supplies, facilities, and customers. The non-profit 

water research foundation is also coordinating internationally with other drinking water 

utilities on shared research projects with counterpart European and Asian water research 

organizations to develop a unified research agenda for applied research on adaptive 

strategies to address climate change impacts.
















