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AN ACT
REQUIRING PERSONS WHO MAY REGISTER AS VOTERS 

TO PRESENT ANY PROOF OF LEGAL RESIDENCE, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8189, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE VOTERS 

REGISTRATION ACT OF 1996 AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR
/

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Omnibus Election Code, the law governing elections in the Philippines,
/

specifically provides that all citizens of the Philippines qualified to vote, who shall have 

resided in the city or municipality wherein they propose to vote for at least six months 

immediately preceding the election, may be registered as a voter. However, no basic 

proof of legal residence to determine that one has actually resided in the place where he 

proposes to vote within the prescribed period is required for registration. This is a 

mockery of the residency requirement of the law.

This situation mainly contributed to the registration of a great number of registered 

electors by listing even the non-existing residence which had notoriously become a vast 

source of flying voters. Certainly, the registration officers have no way of knowing 

whether the registrant is a legitimate resident or not of the dwelling unit he declared as 

his residence or they will not even bother to do some verification even if in doubt. The 

imposition of harsh penalties on flying voters has not been proven to be an effective tool 

in deterring the commission of this election offense. It is now high time to introduce a 

new method that will prevent the commission of the offense for indeed, "an ounce of 

prevention is better than a pound of cure."










