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AN ACT
PROHIBITING A MANUFACTURER FROM DISTRIBUTING PERSONAL AUDIO 

PLAYERS UNLESS THERE IS A WARNING LABEL ON TliE PRODUCT 
WHICH PROVIDES THAT IT MAY CAUSE HEARING DAMAGE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

According to scientific studies, noise from personal music players threatens 

permanent hearing loss for many people who use them. People who use these personal 

music players do not realize the damage until years after it is done.

Scientific studies indicate that those who listened for only five hours a week at 

high-volume settings exposed themselves to more noise than permitted in the noisiest 

factory or workplace. Maximum volume on some devices can generate as much noise as 

an airplane taking off nearby.

This bill is in response to the harmful volume levels at which users of portable 

audio players (e.g.t MP3 players or iPods) arc able to listen. This bill prohibits a 

manufacturer from distributing a personal audio player unless the manufacturer affixes a 

warning label on the personal audio player that reads as follows: “WARNING: This 

product may cause hearing damage, A volume level of 115 decibels may cause 

permanent hearing damage after 15 minutes of exposure.” 1
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Jhis bill was originally filed In the Fourteenth Congress, Second Regular Session.
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