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REDUCTION PROGRAM

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution. Article 2, Section 16, provides:

The State shall protect and advance tlie right of the people to a 
balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of 
nature.

Being an archipelagic country, all internal waters and seas of tlie Philippines are 

considered a natural resource of utmost importance.

Ocean and coastal areas are regions of remarkably high biological productivity, 

are of considerable importance for a variety of recreational and commercial activities, 

and provide a vital means of transportation.

Ocean and coastal resources are limited and susceptible to change as a direct and 

indirect result of human activities, and such changes can impact the ability of the ocean to 

provide the benefits upon which the nation depends.

Marine debris, including plastics, derelict fishing gear, and a wide variety of other 

objects, have a harmful and persistent effect on marine flora and fauna and can have 

adverse impacts on human health.

A study conducted by the University of Nottingham in the United Kingdom found 

that plastic debris in the marine environment is a persistent problem that has rapidly 

increased over the past forty years. The main sources are commercial fishing debris such
















