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AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8439, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "A N  ACT PROVIDING A  MAGNA 
CARTA FOR SCIENTISTS, ENGINEERS, RESEARCHERS AND OTHER SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

PERSONNEL IN GOVERNMENT

Explanatory Note

W e find  science and technology embedded in every branch o f  m odern life , driving 
progress and innovation. It Is In the  best in terest o f the  coun try and Its people to  foste r our 
local ta len t In th e  fie ld  o f Science and Technology (S&T) to  drive developm ent In the  Philippines 
and Im prove the  lives o f  m illions o f  Filipinos.

In 2010, on ly  2.3% o f ou r 31-m lIIIon w orkforce  were classified under S&T professionals1. 
In the  two-decade assessment o f  science and technology human resources In ou r country, a 
tw o  fo ld  Increase in the  num ber o f  S&T professionals from  1990 to  2010 was coupled w ith  an 
alm ost th ree fo ld  increase In S&T professionals th a t w o rk  overseas2.

In governm ent, the  reports3 on the  exodus o f S&T professionals from  agencies like 
PAGASA, PHIVOLCS, and ASTI have a ttracted public In terest in the  past years and motives fo r 
th e ir  m igration were revealed. Including uncom petitive local compensation and protracted 
processing o f  hazard pay.

In line w ith  these findings, th is  measure alms to :

1. Remove set lim its on add itiona l salary o r honoraria fo r S&T professionals; and

2. Foster ease In accessing benefits fo r S&T personnel In departm ents and agencies o the r than 
DOST.

It Is high tim e  w e deliberate ly reta in and em pow er o u r Filip ino scientists, engineers, 
researchers, and o the r science and technology practitioners so w e m ay harness the  benefits o f 
S&T to  fu rth e r ou r national agenda.

Regulations Inim ical to  th is  in terest m ust be addressed Im m ediately.

In v iew  o f the  foregoing, the  passage o f  th is  measure Is earnes^y sought.
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,  'n 721 th o u jin d  o fth #  J1 mitllon Filipino worker* iged  IS y e ir j  old end over were S4T profettlonalt {SEI-DOST, J014)
RMWiti o f the i t u ^  rega led  an k ta e a tln i trend m the number o f human resource* m Science and Technology (HRST) u iln |  census data I5EI-DOST. J014). HAST 

l e a s e d  ^  fold from  962 thousand In 1990. to  721 thousand In 2010; and these working overseas numbered 40,000 and 119,000 respectively.
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