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Introduced by SENATOR CYNTHIA A. VILLAR

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 
IN AID OF LEGISLATION. ON THE STATUS OF THE REPORTED TWENTY THREE 
MILLION PESOS (Php 23.000,000.00) THAT WAS RAISED SUPPOSEDLY TO SERVE 
AS “ BLOOD MONEY” TO SAVE THE LIFE OF JOSELITO 2APANTA, AN 
OVERSEAS FILIPINO WORKER (OFW) CONVICTED FOR A FELONY AND WHO 
EVENTUALLY RECEIVED THE DEATH PENALTY IN SAUDI ARABIA, WITH THE 
END IN VIEW OF ADOPTING THE NECESSARY STRATEGIES, POLICIES AND 
MEASURES IN UNDERTAKING CONCERTED EFFORTS TO SAVE OFWS ON 
DEATH ROW, UNDER JUSTIFIABLE CIRCUMSTANCES, INCLUDING THE MATTER 
OF RAISING “ BLOOD MONEY” , ITS ALLOCATION TO PAY THE VICTIMS, AS 
WELL AS THE POSSIBLE UTILIZATION THEREOF FOR OTHER WORTHY 
PROGRAMS IN THE EVENT IT COULD NOT BE USED ANYMORE FOR THE 
PURPOSE FOR WHICH IT WAS INTENDED

WHEREAS, Article XII, Section 3 of the Philippine Constitution in part states that 
"The State shall afford full protection to labor, local and overseas, x x x'^

WHEREAS, Section 2 (a) of Republic Act No. 8042 or the Migrant Workers and 
Overseas Filipinos Act of 1995, as amended by Republic Act No. 10022, states that, "In 
the pursuit of an independent foreign policy and while considering national sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, national interest and the right to self-determination paramount in its 
relations with other states, the State shall, at all times, uphold the dignity of its citizens, 
whether in country or overseas. In general, and Filipino worker, in particular, x x x;

WHEREAS, in May 2009, Mr. Joselito Zapanta, a 35-year old Overseas Filipino 
Worker (OFW) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, was charged with the crime of murder with 
robbery for killing his Sudanese landlord over a rent dispute and for taking the latter's 
mobile phone as well as some cash;

WHEREAS, court proceedings ensued and on 13 April 2010, Mr. Zapanta was 
convicted by the Riyadh Grand Court for the crime charged, punishable with the penalty 
of death;

WHEREAS, the family of the Sudanese victim Initially demanded "blood money" 
in the amount of Five Million Saudi Rial, which was later reduced to Four Million Saudi 
Rial or the equivalent of Forty Eight Million Pesos (Php 48,000,000.00);

WHEREAS, “Blood money", under Shariah Law, Is compensation given to the 
family of murder victims for them to forgive the offender so that the latter may no longer 
be sentenced to death;
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