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AN ACT
DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH TO ESTABLISH 

A RETINOBLASTOMA PUBLIC AWARENESS AND PREVENTION PROGRAM

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Tlic Constitution, Article 2, Section 15, provides:

See. 15. The Stale shall protect and promote the right to health of the 
people and instill health consciousness among them.

Retinoblastoma is a cancer which develops in the cells of the retina, the light 

sensitive layer of the eye. It may occur at any age, but usually occurs in younger children. 

In fact, retinoblastoma is the most common primary ocular malignancy (eye cancer) of 

childhood.

Worldwide, the incidence of retinoblastoma is recorded to be about 11 cases per 

one million children younger than five years. A more commonly used estimate is one 

case of retinoblastoma per 18,000-30.000 live births, depending on the country. In the 

Philippines, unpublished reports have estimated the incidence to be more than one ease of 

retinoblastoma per 18,000 live births,'

Early diagnosis and intervention is critical to the success of the treatment of this 

disease. The major goal of treatment is to save the patient's life, and secondarily, to 

salvage the eye and vision if possible. If untreated, retinoblastoma is almost always fatal. 

It can spread outside the eye to the brain, the central nervous system and the bones. In a
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