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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING COMPREHENSIVE ALCOHOL. TOBACCO AND OTHER 

DRUG ABUSE PROGRAMS IN EVERY SCHOOL

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 13, provides:

The State recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building 
and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, 
and social well-being.

In order to ensure our youth’s physical, intellectual and social well-being and 

development, it is necessary to recognize potential pitfalls and dangers. The stress of 

coping with academic requirements, parental expectations, peer pressure, and 

overwhelming curiosity can and have made students vulnerable to substance abuse.

Tobacco is the single greatest cause of preventable death globally. Tobacco use 

leads most commonly to diseases affecting the heart and lungs, with smoking being a 

major risk factor for heart attacks, strokes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 

(COPD) (including emphysema and chronic bronchitis), and cancer (particularly lung 

cancer, cancers of the larynx and mouth, and pancreatic cancer).

Alcohol use contributes to a wide range of diseases, health conditions and high- 

risk behaviours, from mental disorders and road traffic injuries, to liver diseases and 

unsafe sexual behaviour. Drug abuse is a well-known serious issue that carries great 

social and economic costs through Its impacts on crime and health.












