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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE REGULATORY FUNCTIONS OF THE PHILIPPINE 

OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION (POEA), AMENDING FOR THIS 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8042, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MIGRANT 

WORKERS AND OVERSEAS FILIPINOS ACT OF 1995“

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Republic Act No. 8042, also known as the “Migrant Workers Act of 1995”, was 

enacted to protect and promote the rights and welfare of Filipino migrant workers.

One of the policies it sets out in Section 2, under Declaration of Policies, restates 

the constitutional provision on the State’s duty and responsibility to protect labor (Section 

18, Article 11, Declaration of Principles and State Policies; and Section 3, Article 13, 

Social Justice and Human Rights), to wit:

(b) The State shall afford full protection to labor, local and overseas, 

organized and unorganized, and promote all employment and equality of 

employment opportunities for all. Towards this end. the State shall provide 

adequate and timely social, economic and legal services to Filipino migrant 

workers.

It further asserts in letter (c) of the same Section 2 that:

(c) ....The existence of the overseas employment program rests 

solely on the assurance that the dignity and fundamental human rights and












