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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
REQUIRING HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS TO REPORT CASES 

OF ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANT INFECTIONS

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The 1987 Constitution, Article 2, Section 15 states:

Section 15. The State shall protect and promote the right to health of 
the people and instill health consciousness among them.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer recently reported about a new health menace: 

Superbugs.1 TIic Superbug was identified as the New Delhi metallo-beta-lactamasc 

(NDM-I), a unique genetic mechanism identified in India, Pakistan, and the United 

Kingdom. Laboratory tests showed that this kind of germs were not killed by 

carbapenems, a group of antibiotics oficn reserved as a last resort for emergency 

treatment for multi-drug resistant bugs.2

Scientists have found that with more people traveling to find less costly medical 

treatments, particularly for procedures such as cosmetic surgery, the new superbug could 

soon spread across the globe. Beeausc of medical tourism and international travel in 

general, resistance to these types of bacteria has the potential to spread around the world 

very quickly.3

1 15 September 2010 Issue.
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