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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

The Constitution, Article 2, Section 15, provides;

The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 
and instill health consciousness among them.

A teratogen is an agent which can cause a birth defect. It is something in the 

environment that the mother may be exposed to during her pregnancy. It can be a 

prescribed medication, alcohol use, a street drug, or a disease that the mother has, which 

may increase the chance for the baby to be bom with a birth defect. Birth defects are 

functional or stmctural abnonnalities present at birth that cause mental or physical 

disability. Some of these birth defects may be fatal. Researchers have identified 

thousands of different birth defects. Currently, birth defects are the leading cause of death 

for infants during the first year of life.

It is estimated that 10% of all birth defects are caused by a prenatal exposure to 

teratogen. These exposures include, but are not limited to, medication or drug exposures, 

maternal infections and diseases, and environmental and occupational exposures such as 

ionizing radiation or environmental chemicals. Teratogen-caused birth defects are 

potentially preventable. Studies have shown that nearly 50% of pregnant women have 

been exposed to at least one medication during gestation. An additional study found that








