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AN ACT
AMENDING ARTICLE 287 OF ACT NO. 3815, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 

PENAL CODE. AS AMENDED, AND CREATING A NEW ARTICLE 
DEFINING THE CRIME OF UNJUST VEXATION 
AND INCREASING THE PENALTY THEREOF

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Unjust vexation is punished under the Penal Code, Article 287, paragraph 2:

ARTICLE 287. Light Coercions. -  Any person who, by means of 
violence, shall seize anything belonging to his debtor for the purpose of 
applying the same to the pajmient of the debt, shall suffer the penalty of 
arresto mayor in its minimum period and a fine equivalent to the value of 
the thing, but in no case less than 75 pesos.

Any other coercions or unjust vexations shall be punished by arresto 
menor or a fine ranging from 5 to 200 pesos, or both.

It is a well-established doctrine that a criminal or penal legislation must clearly 

define or specify the particular acts or omissions punished.

Unlike the crimes of theft, murder, and rape that are specifically defined in the 

Penal Code, the definition of the crime of unjust vexation is conspicuously absent. 

Because of this, Article 287, paragraph 2 of the Penal Code that punishes “unjust 

vexation” suffers from congenital defects and may be declared unconstitutional for the 

following reasons:

• Article 287, paragraph 2 of the Penal Code condemns no specific or definite 

act or omission thus failing to define any crime or felony;

• Said penal provision is so indefinite, vague and overbroad as not to enable it to 

be known what act is forbidden;
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