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Introduced by Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago

AN ACT
AMENDING ARTICLE 16 OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 209 AS AMENDED BY 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 227, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE FAMILY CODE OF 
THE PHILIPPINES. MAKING IT MANDATORY FOR COUPLES TO UNDERGO 

COUNSELING PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A MARRIAGE LICENSE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Marriage is an institution protected by both the laws of God and of man. The 

Philippine Constitution, Article 2, Section 12 slates:

Section 12. Tlic State recognizes the sanctity of life and shall protect
and strengthen the family as a basic autonomous institution.

Today’s culture sees marriages attacked on all fronts, threatening the well being of 

the Filipino family. On the one hand, the lack of preparedness in entering into a 

supposedly lifetime partnership eonlributes to the decline of this sacred institution. On 

the other hand, manifestations of failed or failing marriages include adultery and 

concubinage, physical abuse of spouse and children, physical separation, frequent 

quarrels, among others.

At present, the options available to married couples undergoing marital troubles 

are to file for legal separation, file for an annulment, or resort to Article 36 of the Family 

Code and claim that one partner was psychologically incapable of entering marriage.

Instead of facing these options as a means of last resort, this bill aims to provide

for mandatory marriage counseling for all couples intending to marry. It seeks to educate

couples on the rigors of marriage and their future marital obligations. It shall do this by

amending the Family Code. At present, the Family Code only prescribes marriage
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